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The Region of Occitania / Pyrénées-Méditerranée has taken on an 
active role in ecological and energy transition, sustainable mobility, 
energy efficiency of buildings, renewable energy production, and 
the protection of natural resources. Since 2016, it has promoted a 
forward-thinking endeavour with the goal of becoming Europe’s first 
positive energy region. To encourage opportunity and success for all, 
the Region of Occitania is also committed to combatting social and 
regional inequalities.

Currently, the Region of Occitania is responding to the economic crisis arising from COVID-19. The 
Region wants to create a more virtuous model of society that fosters social and regional justice. We have 
undertaken a medium- and long-term arrangement, the “Green New Deal” for Occitania. This plan for 
transformation and development, the only one of its kind in Europe, will provide concrete solutions for 
fresh thinking about the future.

We also ramped up citizen consultation, initially rolled out in 2016, through participatory budgets and the 
Citizen Agreement for Occitania in 2020, an additional step in building this new perspective that I want to 
encourage with and for the people of Occitania.

To cover its 2018 financing needs, the Region moved to issue its first sustainability bond (amounting 
to €200 million), the rationale being to match our sustainable development priorities with a type of 
financing that pursues the same goals. Mtn-i (a global platform providing real-time debt market data) 
acknowledged the Region of Occitania’s green/social hybrid with an “Investor Solutions” award on 7 
February 2019 in London.

In keeping with commitments to investors, and in strict accordance with global Green Bond Principles, 
the Region ensures total transparency of projects funded by the bond. Accordingly, it provides a detailed 
presentation of the allocation of proceeds, as well as an assessment of their environmental and social 
benefits. The Region of Occitania aims to be exemplary in this regard. Ex-post assessments are performed 
by an independent firm (KPMG in partnership with Carbone 4). With the goal of providing an accurate 
study, the Region of Occitania has chosen to report progressively over time. 

This second report provides a more detailed analysis of the environmental and social impacts of funded 
projects. It is based on work in the field, feedback from beneficiaries of the Region’s public policies, and 
reliable, precise data. This work adds to that performed during the first half of 2018 by the non-financial 
rating agency Vigéo Eiris, which certified that the bond meets the Sustainability Bond Guidelines.

With this first bond issue, the Region of Occitania has helped set up responsible, green financing for 
projects backed by the local public sector. Buoyed by this initial success, new funding for energy and 
ecological transition is planned for the coming years. I thank the European investors who have supported 
this endeavour and share our values.

Carole Delga

Former Minister

President of the Region of Occitania / Pyrénées-Méditerranée 
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SECOND REPORT – 2020 

REPORTING FOCUSED ON ASSESSING 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACTS

To further its strategic support for ecological and social projects in the Region, Occitania has issued Sustainability 

Bonds, an innovative way to finance public policy projects. The bond issues have made it possible to finance 50 
projects presented in the first report, published in 2019.

The first report presented Sustainability Bond allocation per category and project.

This report expands on the first report by incorporating updated data and assessments. The purpose is to provide 
an account to investors and citizens concerning the initiatives funded by the Sustainability Bond. It includes 
impact analyses and ecological and social assessments of projects funded by the Region. 

The key projects presented in the detailed fact sheets have been analysed, tracked and assessed using the 

methods and indicators explained in this report.
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France’s second-largest administrative region

The Region of Occitania came into being when the 
administrative regions of Languedoc-Roussillon and 
Midi-Pyrénées merged in 2016. At 72,724 square kilo-
metres, it is the second-largest administrative region 
of continental France, with 11.3% of the country’s to-
tal continental land area.

Occitania has 13 administrative departments and 
4,485 municipalities (communes), including two me-
tropolises, Toulouse and Montpellier, respectively the 

fourth and fourteenth most populated urban centres 
in continental France. Notwithstanding, Occitania is 
still markedly rural, with 48% of farmland.

Life in the Region revolves around four dynamic hubs 
that are home to 44% of the population: Toulouse 
(23%), Montpellier, Perpignan and Nîmes. Understan-
dably, transport infrastructure is crucial to regional 

development. Occitania is criss-crossed by 2,900 km 
of railroad tracks and boasts three commercial ports, 
66 sea or river marinas, and 10 airports, including 
the bustling Toulouse-Blagnac airport (9.6 million 
passengers in 2018).

At the heart of southern Europe 

Within France, Occitania is nestled between 

the regions of Nouvelle-Aquitaine on the Atlan-
tic, Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur to the east, and  
Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes to the north. This places it 
between the vast Aquitaine basin, the Languedoc 
plains, the Pyrenees and the Massif Central.

Occitania also borders Andorra and Spain, specifi- 
cally the autonomous regions of Catalunia and  
Aragon.

Occitania is therefore favourably placed at the very 

heart of southern Europe. 

PRESENTATION  

OF OCCITANIA
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Attractive due to demographic growth 

With 5.8 million inhabitants, Occitania is France’s fif-
th most populous administrative region. 

Since 2012 it has enjoyed the largest demographic 
growth in continental France (not including Corsica), 
at 0.8% on average (double the national rate of 0.4%). 

(INSEE RP2012 and 2017 census, figures as of 1 Ja-
nuary 2020)

 

Between now and 2030, the Region is expected to un-
dergo the strongest demographic growth in France, 
with an average increase of 50,000 people per year, 
including 20,000 in active employment. The Region 
steers economic development and territorial plan-
ning, due to its remits (transportation, secondary edu-
cation, higher learning, training, regional and econo-
mic development, agriculture, etc.) 

LA RÉGION
OCCITANIE

Pyrénées - Méditerranée

Leading region for research: 
over 3% of national GDP

Highly connected region: 
two cities with the Métropole  

French Tech label

Coastal economy and blue 
growth: largest fishing fleet in  

the Mediterranean

Fourth largest French region for 
tourism

Cutting edge healthcare and  
life sciences

Agrofood, agriculture and winegrowing 
operations cover half the land area,  

and 10% of French production

Heavy industry: 
largest region in Europe  

for the aerospace industry

France’s 2015 law on the new organisation of the Re-
public (Loi NOTRe) made the administrative regions 
the key drivers of regional and economic develop-
ment.

It devolved jurisdiction over transport, professional 
training, education, housing, sports, culture, the en-
vironment and energy, healthcare, social affairs and 
tourism to the regions.

The administrative region has two assemblies: the 
Regional Council that deliberates and the Regio-
nal Economic, Social and Environmental Council 
(CESER), that fulfils a consulting role. The Regional 
Council of Occitania brings together 158 publicly 
elected members for a period of six years. The cur-
rent President is Carole Delga.

Regional data, September 2018
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REGIONAL REMITS

REGIONAL  
DEVELOPMENT

•  Draw up the Regional Plan for 
Spatial Planning, Sustainable 
Development and Territorial 
Equality.

TOURISM

•  Define development objectives,
•  Coordinate marketing 

initiatives,

•  Determine the missions of the 
regional tourism board.

TRANSPORT

•  Manage the regional express 
trains (TER),

•  Develop and run commercial 
seaports,

•  Develop, maintain and manage 
civil aerodromes,

•  Organise rural road and school 
transport (2017).

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
AND EMPLOYMENT

•  Define and implement the 
professional training and 
education policy,

•  Coordinate the Region’s public 
career guidance service.

CULTURE

•  Keep the general inventory  
of cultural heritage,

•  Manage the regional museums 
and the Region’s contemporary 
art collection,

•  Manage heritage protection.

EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING

•  Build, maintain and run 
secondary schools,

•  Set out the provisional 
education plan,

•  Partially finance places of 
higher learning.
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ENVIRONMENT 

AND ENERGY

•  Leader on climate, air quality, 
energy and waste issues,

•  Create and manage Regional 
Natural Parks.

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 

•  Define economic policy 
guidelines,

•  Grant aid to companies,
•  Manage competitiveness 

clusters,

•  Support research and 
innovation

HEALTHCARE AND 

SOCIAL MATTERS

•  Provide training on health 
and social matters (build and 
maintain training sites),

•  Define the training policy for 
social workers,

•  Help professionals set up 
business in underserved 
regions,

•  Partially finance health and 
social equipment in low-
income areas.

HOUSING AND 
ACCOMMODATION

•  Support access to housing and 
habitat enhancement,

•  Support urban planning and 
renewal policy.

SPORTS

•  Build and maintain sports 
facilities in secondary schools,

•  Grant subsidies to sports clubs 
and not-for-profit entities,

•  Run high-level sports training 
centres (CREPS).
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T
he Region of Occitania pursues ambitious  
objectives for energy and the environment. 
Foremost of these, it aims to become Europe’s 
first positive energy region by 2050. To buoy 

its sustainable development policies, the Region 
issued €200 million in Sustainability Bonds in Sep-
tember 2018. 1

Two new laws in 2015, the law on the new organisa-
tion of the Republic and the Energy Transition Law 
for Green Growth, assigned jurisdiction over ecolo-
gical and energy transition to the administrative re-
gions. This comes through in the Regional Plan for 
Spatial Planning, Sustainable Development and Ter-
ritorial Equality (SRADDET). France’s administrative 
regions have become the primary stepping-stones 
for sustainable development within their territories, 
in partnership with the French State. The COVID-19 
pandemic has brought the Region to the forefront 
of crisis management and support for business re-
covery and the switch to a more sustainable, solida-
rity-based model.

Against this backdrop, the sustainability bond is an 
innovative way to finance public action. Attracting 
various investors, it must follow a Framework Docu-
ment that outlines the public policy objectives pur-
sued regionally, matched to the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals. Matching local goals to interna-
tional goals is a strength of Occitania, which supports 

local projects with ultimately global impacts.

The sustainability bonds are both green and social, 

reflecting the choice not to separate these two as-
pects, which are integral in the definition of sustai-
nable development 2.

In accordance with the commitment made in the 
Framework Document, the purpose of this report on 
the sustainability bond is to render an account of the 

way bond proceeds are used, as well as expected and 
actual results. It also testifies to the Region’s commit-

ment to supporting projects and initiatives that meet 
these basic objectives, all the more important in the 
current public health crisis.

• �Become�Europe’s�first�positive�energy� region:� take�
firm�steps�for�energy�transition,�whether�concerning�
regional� development,� mobility,� transport,�
construction� and� renovation� of� buildings� and�
homes,� renewable� energies,� or� citizen� education�
and�involvement

• �Ensure� equal� access� to� resources,� employment,�
healthcare,�culture,�neighbourhood�services,�citizen�
input,�etc

• �Support� the� creation� of� social� ties,� intercultural�
dialogue� and� solidarity� bridging� generations� and�
territories

• �Combat�all�forms�of�discrimination

• �Breathe�new�life� into�rural�areas�and�deteriorated�
districts�

INTRODUCTION:  

ISSUING A SUSTAINABILITY BOND TO MEET  

OCCITANIA'S ENVIRONMENTAL AMBITIONS

Occitania’s environmental ambitions

1 The Region of Occitania issues its first sustainability bond. Press release of 21 September 2018: https://www.laregion.fr/IMG/pdf/ diff_2022638210918120250.pdf

2 As defined by France’s official statistics board, INSEE, sustainable development is “development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their own needs”. The quote is attributed to Gro Harlem Brundtland, former Prime Minister of Norway (1987). In 1992, the Rio de Janeiro 
Earth Summit held under the aegis of the United Nations officially established the notion of sustainable development as well as the three related pillars of economic 
development, social development and environmental protection:   https://www.insee.fr/fr/metadonnees/definition/c1644
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This report has two complementary purposes:

•  To provide an account of the allocation of proceeds: 
in line with the Framework Document, the Region 
must provide this information until the proceeds 
are fully allocated ; and

•  To measure and state the impact of the projects 
and initiatives that the Region supports through the 
bond.

This annual report therefore contributes to highly 

exemplary fund management and transparency for 
investors and beneficiaries. It is particularly purpo-
seful given the demand for high quality in terms of 
both projects funded and execution of the report. In 
addition to the report on fund allocation, the impact 
report aims to provide full transparency on the out-
comes of funded actions and initiatives steered by 
the Region. 

The three-year term of the bond provides enough 
time for meaningful reporting on the impact of fun-
ded projects: 

•  The year one report provided a detailed view of the 
assessment framework, 

•  This report aims to provide in-depth assessments on 
a sample of projects that are typical of the topics 
addressed by the Sustainability Bond and that 
embody the policies carried out.

This report includes the analysis of all proceeds allocated to date, according to available data, as well as the 

ecological and social impact study of projects funded by sustainability bonds.

Green Bonds Sustainability Bonds Social Bonds
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In�September�2018,�
the�Region�raised�€200�
million�by�issuing�
sustainability�bonds.

€200
MILLION

Key figures of the Sustainability Bond
Sustainability bonds demonstrate the Region’s driving ambition for consistency between public policies. The ap-
proach taken here, and in all public information on bond impacts, will be to consider all energy-related, environ-
mental and social impacts of the funded projects. Today, that choice seems all the more appropriate in view of 
the current health, economic and social crisis. Sustainability bonds promote consistent, fundamental action at 
regional level.

of�bond� 
proceeds�allocated� 
in�2018�alone

81%

focus�on�social�issues

21
PROJECTS

29
PROJECTS

focus�on�energy�and� 
the�environment

are�funded�by�the�
bond,�of�which:

50
PROJECTS

went�to�energy�and� 
environment�projects

85%

OF PROCEEDS

went�to�social�projects

15 %

OF PROCEEDS
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“The Region’s role in coping with the medical, social and environmental 
consequences and challenges of the current crisis”

The global COVID-19 pandemic will doubtless go 
down in history. It has turned our lives, habits, and 
perception of the world upside down. 

The unprecedented social, economic and even de-
mocratic crisis sparked by COVID-19 requires tailored 
responses from public authorities. The proactive 
budget voted by the Plenary Session of the Regional 
Assembly in December 2019 made it possible, right 
from April 2020, to mitigate the early stages of the 
crisis: aid for healthcare providers, protection of the 
most socially and economically fragile populations, 
company aid, etc.

With its transformation and development plan, the 
Green New Deal, the Region of Occitania / Pyré-
nées-Méditerranée has sought to extend the emer-
gency and exceptional business relief measures 
voted in mid-March 2020. A combination of funda-
mental, long-term arrangements as an extension of 
the “Occitanie 2040” endeavours had already been 
deliberated upon at the Plenary Session of the Regio-
nal Assembly in December 2019 for a “new model of 
sustainable development and social justice”.

The Green New Deal was also presented to the Ple-
nary Session on 19 and 20 November 2020, at the 
same time as this Report. The transformation plan 
includes several measures with the goal of encoura-
ging changes to production practices, logistics, and 

consumption. It aims to “find the path to progress 
again” and “drive social and ecological justice”, “give 
priority to energy-saving models”, “once again reduce 
social inequalities and encourage upward mobility in 
the social ladder, making it possible for all, men and 
women, to take charge of their own future”. 

This report shows that, by issuing its Sustainability 

Bond in 2018, the Region equipped itself early on 
with the financial tools needed to effectively tackle 
today’s pressing sustainable development issues.
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Regional Council policy: sustainable development a core issue for Occitania

Dans un contexte où les Régions sont devenues les 
France’s administrative regions have become the 
key players in the energy and ecological transition. 
Against this backdrop, Occitania has strong goals 
grounded in the objectives defined for the sustaina-
bility bonds. The current health, economic and social 
crisis requires a systemic approach to reaffirm the 
Region’s action in such strategic areas as ecological 
transition and economic relief for businesses.

The priority objectives for projects selected to  

receive sustainability bond funding were to: 

•  Ensure equal access to resources, employment, 
healthcare, culture, neighbourhood services, citizen 
input, etc.

•  Support the creation of social ties, intercultural 
dialogue and solidarity bridging generations and 
territories,

• Combat all forms of discrimination,
•  Breathe new life into rural areas and deteriorated 

districts.

The Region carries out different policies meeting 
sustainable development objectives, making it a 
leader in energy, air and climate as well as biodiversity 
protection.  It encourages home renovation, develops 
renewable energies, even becoming France’s second 
highest producer of renewable energy, and promotes 
the circular economy in conjunction with the French 
Environment and Energy Management Agency 
(ADEME).

To meet its objective of becoming a Positive Energy 

Region, Occitania is supporting projects such as 

floating wind turbines in the Mediterranean, biogas, 
and local development of renewable energies.  More 
broadly, it is working to bring energy consumption 
down in several areas such as transport, building, in-
dustry and agriculture. It also created the Regional 
Energy and Climate Agency (AREC), the only organi-
sation of its type in France.  AREC is entrusted with 
renewable energy investment, and is drafting a Re-
gional Plan for Waste Prevention and Management 
(PRGPD) that was put to the vote of regional elected 
officials in December 2019.

Transport and sustainable mobility, a sub-category 
eligible for funding from bond proceeds, received the 
second-largest amount of total allocations. This at-
tests to the Region’s desire to take on projects with 
a combined environmental and social dimension. 
Occitania has a railway transport policy and gets 

the public involved in these questions, as shown by 
the Consultation on Rail and InterModal Transport 
(EGRIM) in 2016. Multimodal mobility is the largest 
item in the Region’s budget (23%) and the six-year 
joint infrastructure investment plan between the 
State and Region (CPER). It is indeed a core remit for 
the Region.

One sub-category of the Framework Document refers 
to sustainable water management, with the goal of 

protecting natural resources. In 2018, 21 major pro-

jects were rolled out in connection with sustainable 

water management, enhancement of bodies of wa-
ter and flood prevention or reduction, through the 
Intervention Plan for Integrated Water Management. 
In addition, after more than a year of consultation, 
Occitania formed a Regional Biodiversity Agency 
pursuant to France’s 2016 law for the replenishment 
of biodiversity. The purpose is to protect the natural 
heritage of Occitania, home to half of France’s spe-
cies of flora and fauna. 

The Region is also a strong proponent of greater 

citizen consultation. It has formed many grassroots 
committees on various topics and for different types 
of citizens, such as the Assemblée des Territoires, 
Sea Parliament, Mountain Parliament and Regional 
Youth Council. It also developed innovative consulta-
tion arrangements, like participatory budgets and the 
Citizen Agreement for Oc-
citania in 2020). It also or-
ganised a broad consulta-
tion of the general public, 

“Occitanie 2040”, to draft 
the Regional Plan for Spa-
tial Planning, Sustainable 
Development and Territo-
rial Equality (SRADDET).
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Consistent public policies are needed to underpin 
sustainable development, especially against the cur-
rent backdrop. All regional funding is subject to the 
following green conditions:

•  A reduced environmental footprint and moderate 
use of energy and water, as well as a smaller carbon 
footprint pertaining to materials, products and 
processes during work or construction;

•  Improved working conditions, employee 
professional development and other labour 
conditions such as combatting illicit work, training 
employees, enforcing CSR policies in companies, 
organizations and municipalities, and encouraging 
job insertion for the disabled or for individuals 
alienated from the workplace;

•  Combatting discrimination stemming from the 
25 grounds defined in French law, particularly the 
Labour Code (e.g. origin, gender, family status, 
family name, preferences or customs, etc.);

•  Financial ethics, including fiscal transparency 
requirements.

In addition, Occitania has committed to a procure-
ment policy that takes both environmental and social 
considerations into account. This comes through in 
the plan promoting socially and environmentally res-
ponsible public procurement, and in its responsible 
sourcing charter, with the goal of including clauses 

addressing social issues in 30% of calls for tenders by 
2021. Currently, 19.6% of the Region’s calls for tender 
include environmental criteria, and 15.3% included 
social criteria in 2015.

A clear definition of the use of proceeds, based on local and international 
sustainable development goals

Income from sustainability bonds partially or totally funds eligible projects from four categories: energy and 
ecological transition, protection of natural resources, social action, and education and youth.

Eligible projects fall into the categories and sub-categories below, concluding with a statement of the expected 
benefits.

INITIAL SUSTAINABILITY BOND FRAMEWORK DOCUMENT:

•  Energy efficiency  
of buildings

•  Renewable energy  

•  Public transport and 
sustainable mobility

 
>  To mitigate climate 

change

ENERGY AND  

ECOLOGICAL  

TRANSITION

•  Sustainable water 
management

 

>  To adapt to climate 
change

PROTECTION  

OF NATURAL  

RESOURCES

•  Healthcare access

•  Training in health  
and social issues

•  Accessibility  
of public buildings  
and infrastructures

•  Subsidised and  
student housing

•  Investment in small 
sports clubs

 

>  To make these services 
accessible to all

SOCIAL ACTION

•  Aid arrangements for 
students and youth 

 

>  To ensure fair access to 

education for all 

ÉDUCATION  

AND YOUTH



UN Sustainable Development Goals pursued by funded actions

Projects concerned by Occitania’s sustainability bond align with seven of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG) defined by the United Nations in 2015.

PROJECTS IN THE “ENERGY AND ECOLOGICAL TRANSITION” AND “PROTECTION OF NATURAL RESOURCES” 
CATEGORIES

Universal access to clean water, sanitation and sustainable water management:   
viable water use and protection of ecosystems tied to water.

Universal access to reliable, modern, affordable and clean energy: increasing the portion of 

renewable energy and improving energy efficiency.

Urgent climate action: bolstering resilience and the ability to adapt to climate change, impro-
ving individual and institutional awareness of climate change and mitigating its effects.

18



PROJECTS IN THE “SOCIAL ACTION” AND “EDUCATION AND YOUTH” CATEGORIES

Good health and well-being for all at all ages: access for all to universal healthcare including 

protection against financial risk and providing quality, affordable healthcare.

Universal access to quality education with equal opportunity and promotion of lifelong lear-
ning possibilities: no gender discrimination for access to education and quality studies at an 
affordable cost, improved wheelchair access to places of learning, and encouragement of larger 
numbers of entrepreneurs and decent work opportunities.

Reduced inequalities: helping people be independent and improving social, economic and po-
litical inclusion, despite disability or other hurdles.

Improving cities and other settlements to make them safer and more open, resilient and sus-
tainable: universal access to affordable housing and safe, accessible, viable transport systems, 
particularly public transit and low-income housing.

19
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Fifty projects supported, representing the Region’s sustainable development 
priorities

The Social Bond Principles published by the Interna-
tional Capital Market Association (ICMA) specify that 
Social Projects “directly aim to address or mitigate a 
specific social issue” (sometimes with "environmental 
co-benefits”) “and/or seek to achieve positive social 
outcomes” especially for a target population. 3

Occitania takes committed action throughout its 
territory, combatting regional inequalities through 
diverse projects that show the cross-disciplinary na-
ture of the Region’s sustainable development goals. 
 

Fifty projects were chosen for funding from the sus-
tainability bond issued by the Region of Occitania. All 

fifty exemplify the Region’s ambitions for supporting 
the energy and ecological transition and combatting 
social and regional inequalities. Occitania is going 
the extra mile: in addition to the buoyancy and le-
verage imparted by bond funding, the Region jointly 
financed all fifty projects from its own funds, as proof 
of its genuine, sustainable investment.

In the current crisis, it was crucial to re-examine the 
appropriateness of funded projects. The analysis 
confirmed the strategic, innovative considerations 
behind Occitania’s choice of investments in green 
and social projects throughout its territory. 

 A stringent, transparent selection process

There are several steps in project selection, at several levels of governance involved in tracking allocation:

•  Eligible projects are chosen and assessed based on strong internal expertise. 
•  The process is structured and traceable. 

Fund allocation is therefore validated by the Technical Committee, with attribution strictly in proportion to ex-
penditure.

Allocation criteria are based on the categories and sub-categories eligible for funding in the SB Framework 
Document.

1. ALLOCATION
REPORT

3 The Social Bond Principles (SBP) 2018, June 2018, ICMA

Steering Committee for 
the Sustainability Bond

Composition

President of the Regional Council, 
Presidents of the relevant 

Commissions, Director-General 
for Services, Members of the 

Technical Committee

Representatives of the Operational 
Departments concerned, 

Members of the project team

Validate the list of projects selected 
for fund allocation based on 

eligibility criteria and regional 
development priorities

Establish the list of eligible projects 
and identify all information required 
for them to be selected and tracked

Coordinate the selection
and assessment process

Strategic Information Department
Finance Department and Regional 

Council

Role in the selection 
process

Technical Monitoring
Committee for

the Sustainability Bond
Project Team
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TWO-STEP SELECTION:  ANALYSIS OF FUND ALLOCATION FOR 50 PROJECTS, INCLUDING 20 WITH AN  
IN-DEPTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT THAT ACCOUNT FOR ALMOST TWO-THIRDS OF FUND ALLOCATION

Eligible projects were chosen by the Steering Com-
mittee in two steps. First, of the eligible projects, 50 
were chosen for funding from the sustainability bond. 
The Steering Committee validated the choice of 50 
projects in accordance with the SB Framework Docu-
ment.

The Allocation Report covers all financing allocated 
for 2018, some for 2019 and the small percentage 
earmarked for 2017 refinancing. This year’s report 
furthers the first allocation report published last year 
by adding an assessment of the green and social pro-
jects funded by the Region with sustainability bond 

proceeds. The projects span several Framework Do-
cument categories: the expected leveraging concerns 
all of the Region’s sustainable development priori-
ties.
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This second report presents assessments covered by a factsheet.

All projects funded by the Sustainability Bond

Energy and ecological transition

Energy efficiency of buildings
Eco-cheques: aid for home energy renovations for owners who occupy or rent their property
Construction of the new Cazères secondary school
Construction of the new Gignac secondary school
Construction of the new Olympe de Gouges secondary school in Montech
Construction of the residence at the sports resource and training centre (CREPS) and renovation of the reception
Partial renovation of the Joffre secondary school
Partial renovation of the Dhuoda secondary school
Partial renovation of the Ernest Hemingway secondary school
Creation of a boarding residence and cafeteria at Guynemer & Gide secondary schools
General renovation and addition of wheelchair access at the Pierre d'Aragon secondary school
General renovation and addition of wheelchair access at the Rive Gauche secondary school
Partial renovation of Paul Langevin secondary school
Addition of wheelchair access at Bellevue secondary school
General renovation and addition of wheelchair access at the Artagnan student residence
Extension and renovation of the cafeteria at Mermoz secondary school
ÉRenewable energies

CELEWATT cooperative: contribution matching, €1 by the Region for each €1 donated by citizens to build the first grassroots-funded 

solarpower farm

Bergers du Larzac dairy cooperative: biomass unit extension in connection with expanding the production site
METHAGRI32 company: creation of a biomass unit
Town of Roqueserière: installation of a woodburning furnace for communal buildings
Two companies of the Regional Energy and Climate Agency (AREC): capital increase to ramp up AREC activities

Public transportation and sustainable mobility
Purchase of Regiolis railcars
Purchase of REGIO2N railcars
Urgent repair of the Séverac le Château Millau tracks
Repair of the Nîmes Langogne tracks
Upgrading the tracks between Carcassonne and Quillan
Upgrading the overhead lines (replacing the catenary) between Toulouse and Tarbes 
Upgrading the Béziers Neussargues tracks
"Ad'AP" accessibility programme for 31 train stations
Protection of natural resources: sustainable water management / flood prevention
Reinforcing the Rhône dykes between Beaucaire and Fourques

Social action
Healthcare access
Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Montréjeau
Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Cerbère 
Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Prades
Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Pampelonne
Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Figeac
Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Arles-sur-Tech
Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Mercus-Garrabet
Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Lavit
Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Verdalle
Affordable housing / access to housing for disadvantaged individuals
"La Dépensière" residence: creation of 78 social housing units in Balaruc-les-Bains
"Le Clos des Aramons" residence: creation of 30 social housing units in Garons
"Bruges" building: creation of 31 social housing units in Rodez
"Mas Saint Simon" residence: creation of 33 social housing units in Villeneuve-les-Avignon
"Cave Coopérative" residence: creation of 35 social housing units in Pézilla-La-Rivière
Creation of 44 social housing units in Gigean
"Sables d'Oc" residences in Sérignan: creation of 60 social housing units
"La Farigoule" residence: creation of 89 social housing units in Rivesaltes
Investment in small sports clubs
"Clubs - Occitanie Sport pour Tous" programme in 2018: financial aid to buy small sports equipment for all clubs with at least 20 
members or 20% of their workforce under the age of 21
'Sports access fund for disabled individuals: aid for purchasing sports equipment specifically for clubs offering disabled or adaptive sports 
activities

Education and youth: aid for students and young people
Free textbooks (paper and digital) for all secondary school students in Occitania in 2018
loRdi programme: free or subsidized laptop provided to secondary school students and apprentices in the first (secondary school) 
or second year of a CAP diploma in 2018
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Total cost  
of project

Total amount 
funded by the 

Region
Amount funded  

by the SB
Share of  
proceeds

€200,000,000

€163,633,906                          82%

€102,151,965                     51.08%

Recurring scheme € 27,805,993 €27,805,993 13.90%

€40,000,000 €40,000,000 €6,652,955 3.33%

€45,000,000 €45,000,000 €3,728,000 1.86%

€36,500,000 €36,500,000 €15,657,210 7.83%

€10,000,000 €10,000,000 €400,000 0.20%

€24,000,000 €24,000,000 €5,083,000 2.54%

€21,000,000 €21,000,000 €6,834,500 3.42%

€11,500,000 €11,500,000 €3,719,000 1.86%

€33,600,000 €33,600,000 €8,760,000 4.38%

€18,600,000 €18,600,000 €7,500,000 3.75%

€15,880,000 €15,880,000 €2,898,714 1.45%

€6,800,000 €6,800,000 €1,733,736 0.87%

€4,900,000 €4,900,000 €4,000,000 2.00%

€5,000,000 €5,000,000 €2,560,000 1.28%

€6,500,000 €6,500,000 €4,818,857 2.41%

€8,066,951 4.03%

€243,546 €100,000 €100,000 0.05%

€783,510 €150,000 €150,000 0.08%

€5,608,500 €500,000 €244,451 0.12%

€174,422 €48,010 €48,010 0.02%

Equity interest €7,524,490 €7,524,490 3.76%

 €53,414,991 26.71%
€127,841,043 €127,841,043 €23,519,660 11.76%

€69,361,718 €69,361,718 €9,280,800 4.64%

€3,891,000 €3,570,295 €1,071,089 0.54%

€11,728,415 €5,365,750 €1,073,150 0.54%

€11,000,000 €3,667,000 €2,750,250 1.38%

€84,275,000 €20,250,000 €10,820,042 5.41%

€3,500,000 €3,000,000 €2,100,000 1.05%

€75,644,000 €58,616,750 €2,800,000 1.40%

€6 549 000 3.27%

€57,900,000 €17,370,000 €6,549,000 3.27%

                                                                      €1 878 242 0.94%

€502 824 0.25%
€1,153,027 €130,000 €52,000 0.03%

€674,235 €121,269 €121,269 0.06%

€1,232,000 €130,000 €52,000 0.03%

€413,819 €82,736 €33,105 0.02%

€2,925,950 €130,000 €52,000 0.03%

€835,000 €150,000 €43,500 0.02%

€808,700 €130,000 €52,000 0.03%

€1,180,390 €112,500 €44,960 0.02%

€1,200,000 €130,000 €52,000 0.03%

 €294,517 0.15%
€9,316,250 €165,000 €60,374 0.03%

€3,784,480 €63,000 €31,235 0.02%

€3,416,815 €84,500 €21,182 0.01%

€4,249,334 €86,000 €21,706 0.01%

€4,123,691 €57,000 €28,500 0.01%

€3,847,980 €70,000 €35,000 0.02%

€7,168,406 €94,000 €47,000 0.02%

€11,575,973 €99,040 €49,520 0.02%

€1,080,891 0.54%

Recurring scheme €997,300 €997,300 0.50%

Recurring scheme €83,591 €83,591 0.04%

€27,938,852 13.97%

Recurring scheme €6,261,368 €6,261,368 3.13%

Recurring scheme €21,677,484 €21,677,484 10.84%
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Secondly, with the goal of producing a precise, in-depth impact report, projects that exemplify the Region’s  
ambitions were chosen for each Framework Document category. A detailed factsheet of each is presented in 
the impact report, explaining the method used to assess the environmental and social impacts specific to each 
project.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wide variety of projects funde

•  Energy efficiency of 
buildings: 15 projects 

•  Renewable energy:  
5 projects

•  Public transport and 
sustainable mobility:  
8 projects

>  To mitigate climate 
change

SB 4 amount allocated: 
€163,633,906

ENERGY AND  

ECOLOGICAL  

TRANSITION

PROTECTION  

OF NATURAL  

RESOURCES

•  Healthcare access:  
9 projects

•  Subsidised housing: 
8 projects

•  Investment in small 
sports clubs: 2 projects

>  To make these services 
accessible to all

SB amount allocated:
€1,878,242

 SOCIAL ACTION

•  Aid arrangements for 
students and youth:  
2 projects

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

>  To ensure fair access  

to education for all

SB amount allocated:
€27,938,852

EDUCATION  

AND YOUTH

4 SB : Social Bonds.

Total  
project cost

Amount 
funded by  
the Region

Amount funded 
through the SB

Percentage 
of fund 

allocation

   List of projects in the factsheets, exemplifying all categories €481,363,680 €404,650,103 €132,999,393 65.1%

Eco-cheques: aid for home energy renovations for owners who occupy or rent their 
property Recurring scheme €27,805,993 €27,805,993 13.90%

Construction of the new Cazères secondary school €40,000,000 €40,000,000 €6,652,955 3.33%

Construction of the new Gignac secondary school €45 000 000 €45,000,000 €3,728,000 1.86%

Construction of the new Olympe de Gouges secondary school in Montech €36 500 000 €36,500,000 €15,657,210 7.83%

Construction of the residence at the sports resource and training Centre (CREPS) 
and renovation of the reception €10,000,000 €10,000,000 €400,000 0.20%

Partial renovation of the Joffre secondary school €24,000,000 €24,000,000 €5,083,000 2.54%

General renovation and addition of wheelchair access at the Pierre d'Aragon 
secondary school €18,600,000 €18,600,000 €7,500,000 3.75%

Two companies of the Regional Energy and Climate Agency (AREC): capital increase
to ramp up AREC activities Equity interest €7,524,490 €7,524,490 3.76%

Purchase of REGIO2N railcars €69,361,718 €69,361,718 €9,280,800 4.64%

Upgrading the overhead lines (replacing the catenary) between Toulouse and Tarbes €84,275,000 €20,250,000 €10,820,042 5.41%

Reinforcing the Rhône dykes between Beaucaire and Fourques €57,900,000 €17,370,000 €6 549,000 3.27%

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Montréjeau €1,153,027 €130,000 €52,000 0.03%

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Prades €1,232,000 €130,000 €52,000 0.03%

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Lavit €1,180,390 €112,500 €44,960 0.02%

"La Dépensière" residence: creation of 78 social housing units in Balaruc-les-Bains €9,316,250 €165,000 €60,374 0.03%

"Le Clos des Aramons" residence: creation of 30 social housing units in Garons €3,784,480 €63,000 €31,235 0.02%

Bruges building: creation of 31 social housing units in Rodez €3,416,815 €84,500 €21,182 0.01%

"Clubs - Occitanie Sport pour Tous" programme in 2018: financial aid to buy small 
sports equipment for all clubs with at last 20 members under 21 or 20% of members 
under 21

Recurring scheme €997,300 €997,300 0.50%

Free textbooks (paper and digital) for all secondary school students in Occitania in 
2018

Recurring scheme €6,261,368 €6,261,368 3.13%

loRdi programme: free or subsidized laptop provided to first-year secondary school 
students and apprentices in the first (secondary school) or second year of a CAP 
diploma in 2018

Recurring scheme €21,677,484 €21,677,484 10.84%

FOCUS ON 20 OF THE 50 MOST TYPICAL PROJECTS

•  Sustainable water 
management:  
1 project

>  To adapt to climate 
change

SB amount allocated: 
€6,549,000
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Overview of allocation

THE 50 PROJECTS FUNDED BY THE SB SPAN THE DIVERSE INTERESTS OF OCCITANIA

INVESTMENT IN ALL FRAMEWORK DOCUMENT CATEGORIES, MATCHING OCCITANIA’S JURISDICTIONS  
AND AMBITIONS

Looking at the percentage of proceeds allocated 
and the projects funded following the Framework 
Document directions, some observations emerge. Al-
though a larger number of social projects were fun-
ded, energy and ecological transition received larger 

amounts of funding, in line with Occitania’s remits.

To illustrate, the “energy and ecological transition” 
category received 82% of SB proceeds for 28 actions. 
On the other hand, the “social action” category  
received 1% of proceeds for 19 actions.

The allocation of SB proceeds therefore makes it 
possible to bring together sizeable investments,  
particularly in mobility infrastructure and energy 
renovations. This takes place through numerous pro-
jects that are individually low in cost yet benefit a 
high number of individuals.

 
Energy and ecological 
transition

Protection of natural 
resources: sustainable water 
management / flood
prevention

Social action

Education and youth: 
support for young 
people and students

82%

3%

14%

1%

Allocation of SB proceeds per Framework  
Document category

Railroad works – between 
Carcassonne  and Quillan 

Map:	©	OpenStreetMap	Contributors	
Data:	Region	of	Occitania	2019	
Statistics	and	map	layout:	Eneis	by	KPMG	

Renewable	energies	

Access	to	healthcare	

Region	of	Occitania	

Municipality	

Department	

Affordable	housing	offer	/	access	
to	housing	for	disadvantaged	
individuals	

Energy	efficiency	of	
buildings	

Public	transport	and	
sustainable	mobility	

Water	management	/	flood	
prevention	

Location	of	funded	projects		
by	type	and	by	municipality	

Reinforcement of the Rhône dyke 
between Beaucaire and Fourques 

Railroad works – between 
Toulouse and Tarbes 

Railroad works – between 
Béziers and Neussargues 

Railroad works – between 
Séverac and Millau 

Prefectures	
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The sub-categories of projects funded in connection 
with energy and ecological transition show that most 
investments focused on sustainable mobility and en-
ergy efficiency of buildings, in line with Occitania’s 
remits.

Although half of SB proceeds were allocated to en-
ergy efficiency, this was through very diverse pro-
jects: production of renewable energies (4%), water 
management (3%), and education or training (14%). 
Proceeds also went to very different beneficiaries, 
such as students, sports clubs, and households suffe-
ring from fuel poverty, unstable housing situations, or 
flood risk.

The Framework Document on the Sustainability Bond 
was deliberately written to be highly comprehensive, 
spanning a wide variety of projects so the document 
can be reused in the future.

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALLOCATION OF PROCEEDS STRINGENTLY MONI-
TORED

In accordance with the guidelines given by the  
Region when the bond was issued, the funds were 

mainly allocated to 2018 and 2019.

Energy efficiency of 
buildings

Renewable energies

Healthcare access

Public transport and 
sustainable mobility

Protection of natural 
resources: sustainable 
water management / flood 
prevention

Affordable housing / access to 
housing for disadvantaged 
individuals

Investment in small sports 
clubs

Education and youth: aid for 
young people and students

13.97 %

0.54%

0.15%

0.25%

51.08%

4.03%

26.71%

3.27%

Allocation of SB proceeds per Framework  
Document sub-category 

2018 Financing

2019 Financing

Refinancing (2017)

81%
11%

8%

Percentage of financing and refinancingin total  
SB proceeds allocated
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Some 81% of proceeds were allocated the same year that the bond was issued, and 8% used to refinance 2017 
projects. Therefore only 11% of total bond proceeds were allocated in 2019. All proceeds allocated in 2019 
were used to purchase rolling stock (rail carriages for regional trains). This year’s Allocation Report presents 
the expenses effectively incurred in conjunction with these projects, without modifying the percentages of total 
funding from the bond issue.

A small percentage of proceeds (8%) was allocated to refinancing 2017 projects. This exclusively concerned a 
well-known feature of Occitania’s regional policy, “Housing eco-cheques”. The cheques are used for energy re-
novations and sustainable mobility solutions for low-income households. They therefore simultaneously address 
environmental issues, the energy transition, and social issues.

0 %

20 %

40 %

60 %

80 %

100 %

€ 125,145,254 

€ 6,549,000 € 1,878,242 € 27,938,852 

€ 22,443,660 

€ 16,044,993 

Energy and ecological
transition

Protection of natural resources:
sustainable water management / flood 

prevention

Social action Education and youth: aid for 
young people and students

2018 Financing 2019 Financing Refinancing (2017)

Percentage of financing and refinancing in total amount allocated per Framework Document category

Refinancing therefore only concerns one sub-category of the SB Framework Document:

0  % 20  % 4 0  % 60 % 80 % 100 %

€ 27,938,852  

€ 1,080,891 

€ 294,517 

€ 502,834 

€ 6,549,000 

€ 30,971,331 € 22,443,660 

€ 8,066,951 

€ 86,106,972 € 16,044,993 

2018 Financing 2019 Financing Refinancing (2017)

Education and youth: aid for young people 
and students

Investment in small sports clubs

Affordable housing / access to housing
for disadvantaged individuals

Healthcare access

Protection of natural resources: sustainable water
management / flood prevention

Public transport and sustainable mobility

Renewable energies

Energy efficiency of buildings

Percentage of financing and refinancing in total amount allocated per Framework Document sub-category
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FUNDING ALLOCATION TO CLOSELY MEET NEEDS AND HELP INDIVIDUALS

Aid for individuals

New builds

Building renovation

Renewable energy
development

Purchase of rolling stock

Railroad upgrading

Dyke upgrading 

Purchase of small equipment

28%

25%

14 %

4%

9%
3%

1%

16%

Allocation of SB proceeds per type of investment

Insurance companies, 
mutuals and pension funds

Asset managers

Private banks

63,2%

36,6%

1%

Types of investors

France

Germany and Austria

United Kingdom

90%

9% 1%

Nationality of investors

The Region attracted diverse 
investors thanks to its reputable 
financial rating

The Region of Occitania attracted diverse investors 

for its bond issue. Insurance companies, mutuals and 
pension funds made up 63.2% of investors, asset ma-
nagers 36.6%, and private banks only 0.2%.

Building renovation, which systematically includes 
energy renovations, was the second-largest item of 
expenditure, receiving 25% of proceeds allocated. 
However, direct aid to individuals was the largest 

item of expenditure (28% of the proceeds allocated). 
This took the form of the previously mentioned 
“Eco-cheques”, or support for education (e.g. free se-
condary school textbooks and the “loRdi” laptop pro-
gramme). Together, these arrangements illustrate the 
goal of supporting individuals in order to encourage 

social development and benefit energy and climate.

On 17 December 2018, internationally recognized 
Fitch Ratings affirmed Occitania’s long-term issues 
at AA, with a stable outlook: The ratings reflect Oc-
citania's sound operating performance, comfortable 
debt repayment capacity, strong governance and fa-
vourable socio-economic profile. The Stable Outlook 
reflects Fitch's expectation that Occitania's debt me-
trics will remain compatible with the ratings in the 
medium term, despite an expected increase in debt”. 

The SB attracted investors from Germany and Austria 
(9%) and the United Kingdom (1%), with the balance 

made up of French investors (90%).
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Stringent management of funds raised

With regard to fund management, the Occitania Re-
gional Treasury and Council oversaw the allocation 
of proceeds to eligible projects. The complete alloca-
tion of funds was confirmed:

•  first, by the regional accounting management, 
authorizing payment, and 

•  second, by the control function of the regional 
government treasury (DRFIP), which verifies that 
the pending payment matches a lawfully incurred, 
properly booked expense.

In accordance with France’s rules for public accoun-
ting and the SB Framework Document, the funds 
were collected and managed on a single account by 
the Region’s Treasury (Trésor Public).
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Chapter two of this report is the core of the reporting arrangement. Its purpose is to provide an account of 
the social and environmental quality of projects funded. Projects exemplifying each category are presented 
on detailed factsheets, making it possible to track and assess the funded projects using detailed methods and 
indicators.

2. IMPACT REPORT

Energy and ecological transition

ENERGY EFFICIENCY OF BUILDINGS 

Energy efficiency of buildings concerns low-energy new builds as well as energy renovations to existing buildings 
by improving insulation and installing renewable energy production systems. The bond funds all of the following 
projects:

The detailed factsheets below illustrate the variety of projects supported in the field of energy efficiency of 
buildings: 

•  “Housing eco-cheques” help homeowners who occupy or rent their properties renovate their homes to improve 
energy efficiency8 5,

•  Building and renovating schools (e.g. secondary schools and “CREPS” sports resource and training centres for 
elite athletes) fosters energy efficiency and accessibility for people with reduced mobility. It also reduces the 
need for daily student commuting by increasing the number of establishments.

Amount funded 
through the SB

Energy efficiency of buildings                                                                                                                               €102,151,965

Eco-cheques: aid for home energy renovations for owners who occupy or rent their property €27,805,993  
Construction of the new Cazères secondary school €6,652,955  

Construction of the new Gignac secondary school €3,728,000  

Construction of the new Olympe de Gouges secondary school in Montech €15,657,210  

Construction of the residence at the sports resource and training Centre (CREPS) and renovation  
of the reception €400,000  

Partial renovation of the Joffre secondary school €5,083,000  

Partial renovation of the Dhuoda secondary school €6,834,500

Partial renovation of the Ernest Hemingway secondary school €3,719,000

Creation of a boarding residence and cafeteria at Guynemer & Gide secondary schools €8,760,000

General renovation and addition of wheelchair access at the Pierre d'Aragon secondary school €7,500,000  

General renovation and addition of wheelchair access at the Rive Gauche secondary school €2,898,714

Partial renovation of Paul Langevin secondary school €1,733,736

Addition of wheelchair access at Bellevue secondary school €4,000,000

General renovation and addition of wheelchair access at the Artagnan student residence €2,560,000

Extension and renovation of the cafeteria at Mermoz secondary school €4,818,857

 Detailed factsheet

5 More information on Eco-cheques on the Region of Occitania’s website: https://www.laregion.fr/ecochequelogement

PROJECTS CHOSEN

€27,805,993  
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DEVELOPMENT OF RENEWABLE ENERGIES 

Occitania aims to become Europe’s first positive energy region by developing renewable energies such as wind 
power, solar power, biomass and hydroelectricity.

Amount funded 
through the SB

Renewable energies €8,066,951

CELEWATT cooperative: contribution matching, €1 by the Region for each €1 donated by citizens to build 
the first grassroots-funded solarpower farm €100,000

Bergers du Larzac dairy cooperative: biomass unit extension in connection with expanding the 
production site €150,000

METHAGRI32 company: creation of a biomass unit €244,451 

Town of Roqueserière: installation of a wood-fired heating plant for communal buildings €48,010

Two companies of the Regional Energy and Climate Agency (AREC): capital increase to ramp up AREC €7,524,490

 Detailed factsheet
 

 

 

In this category, AREC initiatives are presented in a detailed factsheet, since the arrangement rolled out par-
ticularly exemplifies regional policy. The Region entrusts energy transition engineering to the public-private 
partnership known as the Regional Energy and Climate Agency (AREC). The AREC capital increase is a major 
lever improving the support provided to municipalities to reduce fuel poverty, develop and promote renewable 
energies, and improve air quality. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND SUSTAINABILE MOBILITY 

Finally, the Region’s commitment to public transport and sustainable mobility involved both railway infrastruc-
ture (construction, renovation and development of intermodal rail) and the purchase of electric rolling stock. The 
Region’s commitments to transport policy are therefore sizeable: €783 million, or 23% of the regional budget. 
Of this, €312 million went to running the TER regional express trains and some TET trains, €296 million were 
earmarked for school and intercity transit, and €60 million for the purchase of new rail carriages 6. 

6 Presentation of Occitania’s 2019 regional budget: https://www.laregion.fr/Le-Budget-2019

Amount funded 
through the SB

Public transportation and sustainable mobility         €53,414,991

Purchase of Régiolis trains €23,519,660

Purchase of REGIO2N trains €9,280,800  

Urgent repair of the Séverac le Château Millau tracks €1,071,089

Repair of the Nîmes Langogne tracks €1,073,150

Upgrading the tracks between Carcassonne and Quillan €2,750,250

Upgrading the overhead lines (replacing the catenary) between Toulouse and Tarbes €10,820,042  

Upgrading the Béziers Neussargues tracks €2,100,000

"Ad'AP" accessibility programme for 31 train stations €2,800,000

 Detailed factsheet

PROJECTS CHOSEN

PROJECTS CHOSEN
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The purchase of Regio2N rail carriages, discussed below, modernised the train fleet running the regional liO 
trains and addressed social and environmental issues around railway transit. The equipment expenditure, mea-
sured in the 2018 and 2019 allocation, went hand in hand with a new fare policy of €1 for trains and €2 for 
coaches. The purpose was to encourage travellers to switch to these modes and thus boost passenger numbers.

Overhead lines between Toulouse and Tarbes were also replaced under a vast modernisation plan for the rail 
lines in daily use. It is taken as a typical example of this type of project and presented in a detailed factsheet 
below.
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DETAILED FACTSHEETS OF PROJECTS EXEMPLIFYING “ECOLOGICAL AND ENERGY TRANSITION”

REDUCE THE ENERGY REQUIREMENTS OF THE REGION OF OCCITANIA / PYRENEES 
MEDITERRANEE  
 
The building sector is the Region’s foremost energy consumer, accounting for 46% of final 
energy consumption in 2017, 30% for the housing sector and 16% for the service sector. The 
importance of the building sector in the energy mix is partly due to a rather old housing stock 
(two thirds of main residences were built before 1990) that is relatively energy-intensive, but 
also to the increase in non-residential real estate. 
 
In 2017, electricity accounted for almost half of energy consumption (49%), while fossil energy 
(oil and gas products) accounted for 36% of the energy mix and renewable energies, 15%. 

With regard to greenhouse gas emissions, the building sector is the second largest emitter in 
the region. In 2017, it accounted for 30% of GHG emissions from energy sources. 
 
BUILDING RENOVATIONS: A MAJOR CHALLENGE TO REDUCE THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
FOOTPRINT AND DEVELOP ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN THE REGION OF OCCITANIA / 
PYRENEES MEDITERRANEE   
The Region has undertaken a huge project to improve energy efficiency in public buildings. It 
has funded extensive energy-related renovation work on premises open to the public, in 
accordance with specific energy requirements. 
 
In parallel, in the housing sector, the Region encourages energy efficiency renovation projects 
through the “Housing eco-cheque” scheme. 
 
In addition to aid granted for renovation work, the Region helps finance new public builds with 
high energy and carbon performance. 
 
All of these initiatives help reduce the Region’s environmental footprint while developing 
energy efficiency, and attain the national low-carbon strategy objectives, i.e. energy efficiency 
renovation work on at least 370,000 housing units per year over 2020-2030 and on 700,000 
housing units per year over 2030-2050. 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Energy and ecological transition – Energy efficiency of buildings 

By financing the renovation and building of energy-efficient buildings that 
produce renewable energy, the Region helps reduce GHG emissions from the 
building sector by almost 18 thousand tonnes of CO2eq per year within the 
scope of the Sustainability Bond. 

44,534 sq.m. in secondary 
schools built (including 

“CREPS” sports resource and 
training centres); 44,124 sq.m. 

in restructured secondary 
schools;  

1,003,161 sq.m. in renovated 
housing in 2019 

(via eco-cheques). 

2,488 MWh  
saved every year in the 

service sector within the 
scope of the 

Sustainability Bond 

1,030 kWp of photovoltaic 
energy installed on the 

roofs of new builds 

102 tonnes of CO2eq per 
year avoided in the 
service sector and 

17,864 tonnes of CO2eq 
avoided in the housing 

sector in 2019 within the 
scope of the 

Sustainability Bond 

ASSESSMENT OF PROJECTS



34

•  Housing eco-cheques are used by the Region to 
encourage households to undertake energy 
renovations. They are deducted from the amounts 
invoiced by officially partnered professionals certified to 
provide green building and energy services (Reconnus 
Garants de l’Environnement or RGE). 

•  Eco-cheques are for homeowners who live in (€1,500 in 
aid) or rent their property (€1,000 in aid). 

•  The purpose is to support low-income households in 
improving energy efficiency, with a minimum 25% 
decrease in energy consumption expected. 

•  Eco-cheques can be used in conjunction with other 
subsidies provided under the Home Energy 
Renovations Plan (PREH).  

Eco-cheques: aid for home energy renovation 

Energy and ecological transition – Energy efficiency of buildings 

9,303 beneficiaries in 2018, 8,542 beneficiaries in 2019 and 7,504 beneficiaries at July 31, 
2020. 

Rolled out in 2011 in the Midi-Pyrénées region, then carried over to the entire region of 
Occitania and renewed every year. 

Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €11,761,000 (for 2018) + €16,044,993 
(for 2017 refinancing). 

PROJECT 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Project assessment method 
The impact assessment is based on the following indicators: 
•  Number of households concerned per year (number of cheques issued) 
•  Surface area renovated 
•  Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions avoided by the renovations 
•  Average energy savings 

Performance indicators 

•  Number of eco-cheques issued 

•  Surface area renovated 

•  GHG emissions avoided 

•  Average energy savings 

9,303 

2018 

1,061,114 sq.m 

15,371 t CO2eq 

38% 

8,542 

2019 

1,003,161 sq.m. 

17,864 t CO2eq 

38% 

Energy	 renovation	 undertaken	 thanks	 to	
eco-cheques.	 Exterior	 insulation	 being	
installed	in	Gaillac,	June	2019	
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4,7 

20,1 

Situation de référence Projet 

•  The new Martin Malvy secondary school has capacity 
for 1,200 students and accommodation for 100 
boarders. It provides general and vocational training, 
with programmes focusing on tourism and crafts.  

 
•  It is a net-positive energy building (E4 of France’s E+C- 

label for energy and carbon performance), notably due 
to its 1,900 square metres of solar panels, geothermal 
heating, and use of energy-efficient techniques and 
materials (dual flow ventilation, LED lighting, etc.). The 
wood framing reduces the building’s carbon impact. 

Construction of Martin Malvy secondary school – Cazères-sur-Garonne 

Energy and ecological transition – Energy efficiency of buildings 

1,200 students / year 

Opened in September 2020 

Total cost: €40,000,000 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €6,652,955  

The Sustainability Bond helped fund four secondary school buildings 

Laying the cornerstone of the Martin Malvy 
secondary school, Cazères (Garonne 

department), June 2019 

Comparison of the carbon performance of the project 
and benchmark performance | kgCO2eq/sq.m./year 

-8% 

Project assessment method 
•  Emissions: calculation of annual emissions from building (50-year life cycle analysis) and 

running (energy consumption) the new secondary school.  
•  Benchmark performance: calculation of emissions due to running (energy consumption) 

an average secondary school in the current portfolio. Unit: kgCO2eq/sq.m./year. 
 
Notes: Building new secondary schools can lower GHG emissions by reducing the distances travelled by students 
to get to school. This factor was not taken into account in the results presented as they are not included in the 
collected data. 

Scopes	1	and	2:	Emissions	relating	to	
energy	consumption.	

Scope	3:	Emissions	from	building	and	
the	upstream	energy	chain.	

Emissions avoided thanks to the 
Sustainability Bond: -4.9 t CO2eq/year 

PROJECT 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Calculation: Difference between the project’s carbon 
performance and benchmark performance multiplied by 
the project surface area and the share of funding by the 
Sustainability Bond. 

Benchmark performance Project
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4,7 

19,7 

Situation de référence Projet 

•  The new Simone Veil secondary school in Gignac has 
capacity for 1,130 students and provides general and 
vocational training.  

•  It is a net-positive energy building (E4 of France’s E+C- 
label for energy and carbon performance), notably due 
to its 2,300 square metres of solar panels and 
geothermal heating. The wood framing reduces the 
building’s carbon impact. 

Construction of Simone Veil secondary school – Gignac 

Energy and ecological transition – Energy efficiency of buildings 

PROJECT 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Secondary school in Gignac (Hérault 
department), June 2019  

Comparison of the carbon performance of the project 
and benchmark performance | kgCO2eq/sq.m./year 

-18% 

Scopes	1	and	2:	Emissions	relating	to	
energy	consumption.	

Scope	3:	Emissions	relating	to	building	
and	the	upstream	energy	chain.	

Calculation: Difference between the project’s carbon 
performance and benchmark performance multiplied by 
the project surface area and the share of funding by the 
Sustainability Bond. 

Emissions avoided thanks to the 
Sustainability Bond: -4.3 t CO2eq/year 

1,130 students / year 

First school year for 250 students starting in September 2020, with final delivery slated for 
end-2020 
Total cost: €45,000,000 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €3,728,000 

The Sustainability Bond helped fund four secondary school buildings 

Project assessment method 
•  Emissions: calculation of annual emissions from building (50-year life cycle analysis) and 

running (energy consumption) the new secondary school.  
•  Benchmark performance: calculation of emissions from running (energy consumption) an 

average secondary school in the current portfolio. Unit: kgCO2eq/sq.m./year. 
 
Notes: Building new secondary schools can lower GHG emissions by reducing the distances travelled by students 
to get to school. This factor was not taken into account in the results presented as they are not included in the 
collected data. 

Benchmark performance Project
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•  The new Olympe de Gouges secondary school built in 
Montech has capacity for over 1,400 students and 
provides general and vocational training, with 
programmes focusing on the tertiary sector.  

•  It is a net-positive energy building, notably due to its 
1,750 square metres of solar panels and two wood-
fired heating units. The large amount of biobased 
materials used in construction reduce the carbon 
impact (24 kg/sq. m.).  

Construction of the Olympe de Gouges secondary school – Montech 

Energy and ecological transition – Energy efficiency of buildings 

4,7 

19,6 

Situation de référence Projet 

PROJECT 

Inauguration	of	the	Olympe	de	Gouges	
secondary	school	in	Montech	(Tarn-et-Garonne	

department 

Comparison of the carbon performance of the project 
and benchmark performance | kgCO2eq/sq.m./year 

-18% 

Scopes	1	and	2:	Emissions	relating	to	
energy	consumption.	

Scope	3:	Emissions	relating	to	building	
and	the	upstream	energy	chain.	

Calculation: Difference between the project’s carbon 
performance and benchmark performance multiplied by 
the project surface area and the share of funding by the 
Sustainability Bond. 

Emissions avoided thanks to the 
Sustainability Bond: -18,9 t CO2eq/year 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

1,400 students / year 

Open since September 2018 

Total cost: €36,500,000 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €15,657,210 

The Sustainability Bond helped fund four secondary school buildings 

Project assessment method 
•  Emissions: calculation of annual emissions from building (50-year life cycle analysis) and 

running (energy consumption) the new secondary school.  
•  Benchmark performance: calculation of emissions from running (energy consumption) an 

average secondary school in the current portfolio. Unit: kgCO2eq/sq.m./year. 
 
Notes: Building new secondary schools can lower GHG emissions by reducing the distances travelled by students 
to get to school. This factor was not taken into account in the results presented as they are not included in the 
collected data. 

Benchmark performance Project
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4,7 

22,3 

Situation de référence Projet 

• Construction of a boarding residence and renovation of 
the reception at a sports resource and training centre 
(CREPS).  

•  The purpose is to make the CREPS centres fully 
fledged features of the region’s sports policy and 
improve the reception and training of elite national and 
international athletes.  

Sports resource and training centre (CREPS) – Toulouse 

Energy and ecological transition – Energy efficiency of buildings 

Courses and training for elite athletes 
Work placements for trainee coaches and physical educators 

Opening slated for October 2020  

Total cost: €10,500,000 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €400,000 

PROJECT 

Project assessment method 
•  Emissions: calculation of annual emissions from building (50-year life cycle analysis) and 

running (energy consumption) the new secondary school. Unit: kgCO2eq/sq.m./year. 
•  Benchmark performance: calculation of emissions from running (energy consumption) an 

average secondary school in the current portfolio1. Unit: kgCO2eq/sq.m./year.  
	
Notes:	1The	CREPS	boarding	residence	is	similar	to	a	boarding	school	as	it	is	a	public	school	with	collective	accommodation	
and	catering	services,	equipped	with	sporting	facilities. 

Sports drills at the CREPS, October 2019  

Comparison of the carbon performance of the project 
and benchmark performance | kgCO2eq/sq.m./year 

-8% 

Scopes	1	et	2:	Emissions	relating	to	
energy	consumption.	

Scope	3:	Emissions	relating	to	building	
and	the	upstream	energy	chain.	

Calculation: Difference between the project’s carbon 
performance and benchmark performance multiplied by 
the project surface area and the share of funding by the 
Sustainability Bond. 

Emissions avoided thanks to the 
Sustainability Bond: -1.4 t CO2eq/year 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Benchmark performance Project
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4,7 

12,4 

Situation de référence Projet 

•  During maintenance of the Joffre secondary school in Montpellier, it 
became apparent that a general renovation of the weekly boarding 
residence was needed. The school offers general and technological 
education as well as preparatory classes for the competitive entry 
exams for elite universities. 

•  Starting in 2016, several renovations were made (painting, roofing, 
asbestos removal and refurbishment in the staff accommodation).  

•  Between 2017 and 2019, additional renovations took place: the dining 
facilities were renovated, the grounds were landscaped, car parks and 
pavements were resurfaced, and networks were replaced.  

•  The foregoing took place at the same time as work on another 
Montpellier secondary school, Lycée Mermoz, which also underwent 
extensive renovation and maintenance. 

Renovation of the Joffre secondary school – Montpellier 

Energy and ecological transition – Energy efficiency of buildings 

PROJECT 

Project assessment method 
•  Emissions: calculation of annual emissions from renovating (50-year life cycle analysis) 

and running (energy consumption) the secondary school after the renovation work. Unit: 
kgCO2eq./sq.m./year. 

•  Benchmark performance: calculation of emissions from running (energy consumption) an 
average secondary school in the current portfolio. Unit: kgCO2eq./sq.m./year. 

Comparison of the carbon performance of the project 
and benchmark performance | kgCO2eq/sq.m./year 

-32% 

Scopes	1	et	2:	Emissions	relating	to	
energy	consumption.	

Scope	3:	Emissions	relating	to	
renovation	and	the	upstream	energy	
chain.	

Emissions avoided thanks to the 
Sustainability Bond: -23.9 t CO2eq/year 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Calculation: Difference between the project’s carbon 
performance and benchmark performance multiplied by 
the project surface area and the share of funding by the 
Sustainability Bond. 

Commemorative stele 
for Lycée Joffre staff 

and students that died 
for France during World 
War I, November 2018 - 

Montpellier 

2,500 students / year 

Acceptance: September 2018 

Total cost: €24,000,000 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €5,083,000 

The Sustainability Bond helped fund eleven secondary school renovations 

Benchmark performance Project
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4,7 

20,1 

Situation de référence Projet 

Renovation of the Pierre d’Aragon secondary school - Muret  

Energy and ecological transition – Energy efficiency of buildings 

PROJECT 

Project assessment method 
•  Emissions: calculation of annual emissions from renovating (50-year life cycle analysis) 

and running (energy consumption) the secondary school after it was rebuilt. Unit: 
kgCO2eq/sq. m./year. 

•  Benchmark performance: calculation of emissions from running (energy consumption) an 
average secondary school in the current portfolio. Unit: kgCO2eq/sq.m./year. 

Comparison of the carbon performance of the project 
and benchmark performance | kgCO2eq/sq.m./year 

-4% 

Scopes	1	et	2:	Emissions	relating	to	
energy	consumption.	

Scope	3:	Emissions	relating	to	
rebuilding	and	the	upstream	energy	
chain.	

Emissions avoided thanks to the 
Sustainability Bond: -13.3 tCO2eq/year 

Calculation: Difference between the project’s carbon 
performance and benchmark performance multiplied by 
the project surface area and the share of funding by the 
Sustainability Bond. 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

•  Around 40% of the secondary school’s total area was 
demolished and rebuilt (9,000 sq. m.), improving its 
image. The renovations were also the opportunity to 
reorganise the premises and improve the building’s 
environmental performance.  

•  From an environmental standpoint, the work aimed to 
quarter energy consumption and lower greenhouse 
gas emissions by seven.  The project included construction of a new 

library, like this one at the La Borne Basse 
general and vocational school in Castres 

2,205 students / year 

Acceptance: September 2020 

Total cost: €18,600,000 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €7,500,000 

The Sustainability Bond helped fund eleven secondary school renovations 

Benchmark performance Project



41

Energy and ecological transition – Renewable energies 

REDUCE ENERGY CONSUMPTION AND DEPENDENCE ON FOSSIL ENERGIES IN 
THE REGION OF OCCITANIA / PYRENEES-MEDITERRANEE 
Energy consumption, adjusted for climatic contingencies, has stood at more or less 129 
TWh since 2005, without any indication of a downward trend in overall consumption.  

However, this should be considered in light of demographic changes. Indeed, final 
energy consumption per inhabitant under real climate conditions is significantly down by 
almost 12% compared with 2005 (-9% based on adjusted climate values).  

In 2017, renewable energy production amounted to 26.4 TWh, i.e. 21% of the region’s 
final energy consumption. This production comprised 52% renewable electricity, and 
48% renewable heat. 
  
RENEWABLE ELECTRICITY AND HEAT, MAJOR CHALLENGES IN REDUCING THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT OF THE REGION OF OCCITANIA / PYRENEES-
MEDITERRANEE 
Since 2005, increasing use of wood/biomass and the decarbonization of the electricity 
mix have led to a 9% reduction in GHG emissions, despite final energy consumption 
remaining generally stable. 

Renewable energies, two thirds of which is hydropower, account for almost 49% of the 
electricity production mix.  

The main source of renewable heating energy produced in Occitania is wood, which 
accounts for almost 95% of the region’s energy mix. Households produce 70% of wood 
energy. In 2017, five household waste-to-energy incineration plants recovered heat in 
Occitania while biogas was produced from 52 methanation units. 

Financing these means of renewable energy production helps reduce the Region’s 
environmental footprint and is in line with the actionable levers set out in France’s  
National Low Carbon Strategy, including the decarbonisation and diversification of the 
energy mix, control of demand and the preparation of long-term scenarios, including for 
gas and heat network use and energy storage. 
  

INTRODUCTION 
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Results	of	the	environmental	impact	assessment	for	the	"Renewable	Energies"	projects	funded	
by	the	Sustainabiity	Bond	
	

Project	name Production	
(MWh) 

Emissions	
caused	

(tCO2eq/year) 

Emissions	
avoided	

(tCO2eq/year) 
CELEWATT	 cooperative:	 contribution	 matching,	 €1	 by	 the	
Region	 for	 each	 €1	 donated	 by	 citizens	 to	 build	 the	 first	
grassroots-funded	solarpower	farm	

118	
electricity 5.7 0.72 

Bergers	du	Larzac	dairy	cooperative:	biomass	unit	extension	in	
connection	with	expanding	the	production	site 

287	
heating 23.7 25.2 

METHAGRI32:	creation	of	a	biomass	unit 

203	
electricity	

234	
heating 

28.6 10.4 

Town	 of	 Roqueserière:	 installation	 of	 a	 wood-fired	 heating	
plant	for	communal	buildings 

35	
heating 1.2 6.7 

Two	 companies	 of	 the	 Regional	 Energy	 and	 Climate	 Agency	
(AREC):	capital	increase	to	ramp	up	AREC	activities* 

4,529	
electricity	

28	
heating 

288 110 

TOTAL 
4,850	

electricity	
584	

heating 
347 153 

By fostering the development of renewable energy from local resources, the 
Region’s funding drives the energy transition and enables the emergence of 
innovative and robust projects. Within the scope of the Sustainability Bond, 

these projects help avoid 153 tonnes of CO2eq each year as renewable 
sources replace electricity or higher carbon heat sources. 

* Detailed factsheet 
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•  Occitania’s Regional Energy and Climate Agency 
(AREC) is made up of a public private company 
(société d’économie mixte or “SEM”) and local 
authority company (société publique locale or “SPL”). 
It supports local authorities with their energy transition 
projects, in terms of strategy and local development. 

•  The SEM supports entrepreneurs and innovators by 
investing in projects involving renewable energy, 
energy efficiency and home renovation. 

•  The SPL is charged with providing renewable energies 
under an engineering and operating public service. 

Capital increase of the Regional Energy and Climate Agency (AREC) 

Energy and ecological transition – Renewable energies 

Project assessment method 
The initiative was assessed using various performance and impact indicators: 

39 GWh produced each year 

110 tonnes of CO2eq avoided each year 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €7,524,490 
Divided into €5,724,500 for the public private company (SEM) and €1,800,000 for the local 
authority company (SPL) 
The Sustainability Bond funds five renewable energy production projects 

Example	of	a	project	funded	by	the	Region:		
Agricultural	methanation	unit	in	Pellefigue	(Gers	
department)	
Photo:	AREC	site	

•  Annual production per type of energy 
•  GHG emissions caused 
•  GHG emissions avoided 

PROJECT 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Solar 

2,942 MWh 

Biogas 

1,123 MWh 

Wind 

431 MWh 

Hydropower 

33 MWh 

Wood 

28 MWh 

1. Projects funded by AREC’s public private company – Production within 
the scope of the Sustainability Bond 
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Capital increase of the Regional Energy and Climate Agency (AREC) 

Energy and ecological transition – Renewable energies 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

214 
139 

185 

142 

5 1 
1 

Situation de 
référence 

Émissions induites 
Green Bond 

Hydroélectricité 

Bois énergie 

Éolien 

Photovoltaïque 

méthanisation 

Emissions 
caused 

(tCO2eq/year) 

Emissions 
avoided 

(tCO2eq/year) 

1 

1 

5 

142 

139 

1 

3 

18 

18 

70 

Comparison of GHG emissions with and without funding 
by the Sustainability Bond 

(tCO2eq/year) 

Precisions regarding the assessment method: 
Avoided emissions are calculated by comparing energy production emissions from projects 
funded by SEM AREC Occitanie to emissions from conventional energy production (the 
“benchmark performance”).   
Avoided emissions are allocated pro rata to the portion of SEM AREC funding in total project 
cost, and then to the portion funded by the Sustainability Bond. 

398 

288 

288 110 TOTAL 

he
at

in
g 

el
ec

tri
ci

ty
 

- 110 

Services performed in 2018 by SPL AREC on behalf of the Region 
Manage	and	coordinate	the	
Maison	de	l'environnement	

(ARPE) 

Provide	technical	support	for	
the	renovation	of	social	
housing	units	(ARPE) 

Provide	technical	
support	regarding	eco-

cheques	(ARPE) 

"Positive	Energy	Region"	
strategy	2018-2019 

Conduct	a	study	and	upstream	
consultation	of	the	Integrated	Public	
Service	for	Energy-Efficient	Building	

Renovation 

Regional	Energy	
Observatory	(OREO) 

Prepare	the	methodology	for	a	
sociological	survey	on	the	development		

of	local	renewable	energy	projects 
NoWatt	tour	2018 

Provide	technical	support	for	
the	2018-2019	Biogas	Scheme 

Analyse	the	potential	for	
developing	renewable	energies	in	

Occitania’s	agricultural	sector 

Promote	a	White	
Certificate	service	offer 

Biogas

Hydroelectricity

Wood

Wind

Solar

Benchmark 

performance

Emissions 

caused
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Energy and ecological transition – Public transport and 
sustainable mobility 

DEVELOPING MOBILITY IN THE REGION OF OCCITANIA / PYRENEES-
MEDITERRANEE 
The transport sector is the second largest energy consumer in the Region, accounting for 
almost 40% of regional final energy demand in 2017.  
In 2017, oil products accounted for the largest share of the regional energy mix (46% of 
energy consumed), in particular due to their widespread use in the transport sector 
(diesel and petrol account for 70% and 17% of the energy mix in the transport sector, 
respectively). 
With regard to GHG emissions, the transport sector is the leading emitter in the region. In 
2017, it accounted for 58% of GHG emissions from energy production. 
  
THE DEVELOPMENT OF ALTERNATIVE FUEL AND ELECTRIC PUBLIC 
TRANSPORTATION ARE THE MAIN DRIVERS FOR REDUCING THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL FOOTPRINT OF THE REGION OF OCCITANIA / PYRENEES-
MEDITERRANEE 
Although diesel vehicles account for a predominant percentage of all vehicles, their 
numbers have been steadily dropping since 2017, according to the latest figures from the 
SDeS1. In July 2020, the share of new light vehicles with alternative engine systems was 
up by 1.8 percentage points compared with June, reaching 19.9%. This was mainly due 
to the increase in the share of hybrid vehicles, and helped lower average CO2 emissions 
to 122.5 gCO2/km. 
To support electric vehicles, almost 1,160 EV charging stations were installed throughout 
Occitania. In 2017, electricity accounted for 1% of the transport sector’s energy mix. 
First-generation biofuels were largely present in the mix (3% in 2017), due to being 
increasingly added to oil products since 2005.  
The Region has also committed to modernizing rail transport by investing in new, 
environmentally-friendly trains that are more comfortable and accessible for persons with 
reduced mobility. Urgent repair to neglected train tracks ensured continuity of service and 
provided access to local services for inhabitants of remote areas.  
All of these measures help improve the Region’s environmental footprint and are in line 
with the actionable levers set out in France’s National Low Carbon Strategy, namely: 

•  Decarbonisation of energy consumed by vehicles;  
•  Improving energy performance of vehicles to limit energy consumption; 
•  Modal shift; 
•  Curbing the growth in demand. 

 
 
 
 
1 Department of Data and Statistical Studies (Service de la Donnée et des Etudes 
Statistiques) of the French Ministry for Ecological Transition and Solidarity. 

INTRODUCTION 
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Results	of	the	environmental	impact	assessment	for	the	"Public	transport	and	sustainable	
mobility"	projects	funded	by	the	Sustainability	Bond	

* Detailed factsheet 

By modernising and renovating its railway infrastructure, the Region 
demonstrates its commitment to promote low-carbon mobility with access for 
all, including in highly rural areas. By funding alternatives to cars and buses, 

the Region helps prevent emissions of almost 900 tonnes of CO2eq each year. 

Project	name Passenger	
kilometres 

Emissions	
caused	

(tCO2eq/year) 

Emissions	
avoided	

(tCO2eq/year) 

Purchase	of	Régiolis	trains 1,964,400 142 547 
Purchase	of	REGIO2N*	trains 1,538,500 64 193 

Urgent	repair	of	the	Séverac	le	Château	Millau	tracks 27,600 10 14 

Repair	of	the	Nîmes	Langogne	tracks 4,400 8 1.2 

Upgrading	 the	 tracks	 between	 Carcassonne	 and	
Quillan 456,500 28 46 

Upgrading	 the	 overhead	 lines	 (replacing	 the	
catenary)	between	Toulouse	and	Tarbes*	 301,100 36	 65 

Upgrading	the	Béziers	Neussargues	tracks 54,100 19 27 

TOTAL 4,346,500 307	 893 

“Ad’Ap”	accessibility	programme	for	31	train	stations 

Within	the	scope	of	the	Sustainability	Bond,	
approximately	270	instances	of	wheelchair	users	
embarking	and	disembarking	per	year,	excluding	

other	disabilities.	



47

•  The purpose of acquiring Régio2N carriages was to 
modernise the fleet of regional express trains (TER) 
to replace aging rolling stock and support expected 
growth in passenger numbers. 

•  Passengers now benefit from trains with carriages 
that are more comfortable, environmentally-friendly, 
and better adapted for and accessible to persons 
with reduced mobility (PRM). 

Purchase of 8 new Régio2N carriages for the Occitania regional 
express train network (TER) 

Energy and ecological transition – Purchase of rolling stock 

Project assessment method 
Indicators used to assess performance and impact: 

615,300 km travelled in 2019 on the Toulouse-Agen, Toulouse-Narbonne and Toulouse-Pau 
railway lines  

193 tonnes of CO2eq avoided each year 

Total cost of project: €69,361,718 (fully funded by the Region) 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €9,280,800 

The Sustainability Bond helped fund two purchases of rolling stock 

SNCF		

•  Number of kilometres travelled each year 
•  Ridership 
•  GHG emissions caused by the funding of new trains 
•  GHG emissions avoided thanks to the funding of new trains 

PROJECT 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Toulouse - Agen 

46% of rail traffic absorbed 
by Régio2N trains 

i.e. 2,455,000 passenger 
kilometres in 2019 

Electric railway line 
of 121 km 

Toulouse - Narbonne 

33% of rail traffic absorbed 
by Régio2N trains 

i.e. 68,300,000 passenger 
kilometres in 2019 

Electric railway line 
of 150 km 

Toulouse - Pau 

52% of rail traffic absorbed 
by Régio2N trains 

i.e. 55,600,000 passenger 
kilometres in 2019 

Electric railway line 
of 216 km 
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Purchase of 8 new Régio2N carriages by the Region of Occitania 
(TER) 

Energy and ecological transition – Purchase of rolling stock 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Emissions 
avoided 

(tCO2eq/year) 

Emissions caused by the acquisition of 
trains within the scope of the Sustainability 

Bond 
(tCO2eq/year) 

Details of the assessment method: 
Avoided emissions are calculated by comparing emissions from using the rolling stock to 
emissions that would have been generated without the project, over 40 years. While the poor 
state of the old carriages led passengers to switch to cars or buses, the new equipment has 
boosted ridership due to higher seating capacity and increased comfort and accessibility.  
To avoid double counting, avoided emissions are allocated to the Sustainability Bond based on 
the project’s contribution to maintaining rail traffic, the percentage of ridership serviced by the 
new carriages, and the portion of rolling stock funded by the bond. 
 
Assumptions were used to assess the increase in rail traffic due to the new carriages. Although it 
is not currently possible to measure its impact, it is likely that the Covid-19 pandemic will affect 
passenger numbers. 

4 

47 

143 

Toulouse – Agen line 

193 TOTAL 

Toulouse – Narbonne line 

Toulouse – Pau line 

Materials, manufacture, delivery 
and aging of the 8 Régio2N trains  
(theoretical useful life of 30 years) 

39 

 257   
 64   

Situation de 
référence 

Émissions induites 
Green Bond 

Comparison of GHG emissions with and 
without funding by the Sustainability Bond 

Carriage use phase within the 
scope of the Sustainability Bond  25 

64 TOTAL 

- 193 

Benchmark 

performance

Emissions 

caused
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•  The Toulouse – Tarbes line is a key track in the 
national railway system. On average, it is used by 
50 trains and some 10,000 passengers every day. 

•  The catenary had to be modernised to guarantee 
the performance of the infrastructure and improve 
train regularity. 

•  The project, jointly funded by Occitania and 
France’s national railway infrastructure company 
SNCF Réseau, replaced the catenaries on over 50 
km of track between Montréjeau and Tarbes. 

Replacement of the overhead lines between Toulouse and Tarbes 

Energy and ecological transition – Renovation of rail infrastructure 

Project assessment method 
Indicators used to assess performance and impact: 

52.4 km of renewed overhead lines 

65 tonnes of CO2eq. avoided each year 

Total cost: €84,275,000 (including €20,250,000 funded by the Region) 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €10,820,042 

The Sustainability Bond helped fund five rail renovation projects 

Photo	credit:	Eric	Medous	

•  Ridership 
•  GHG emissions caused by funding of renovation work 
•  GHG emissions avoided thanks to funding of renovation work 

PROJECT 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Toulouse - Tarbes 

77,500,000 passenger 
kilometres in 2019 

 
+30 to 40% in rail 

traffic over the next five 
years 

Electric railway line 
of 156 km 

GHG emissions caused by work funded 
by the Sustainability Bond 

(tCO2eq/year) 

Infrastructure renewal work 
(theoretical useful life of 50 

years) 
29 

GHG emissions avoided 
thanks to funding by the 

Sustainability Bond tCO2eq/
year) 

65 
Operating phase, within 

the scope of the 
Sustainability Bond  

7 
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Renewal of overhead lines between Toulouse and Tarbes 

Energy and ecological transition – Rail infrastructure renovation work 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Precisions regarding the assessment method: 
Avoided emissions avoided are calculated over a 40-year period, compared to the hypothetical 
situation of non-renovated lines and the ensuing shift to other means of transport due to a 
deteriorated railway line. 
To avoid double counting, avoided emissions are allocated to the Sustainability Bond based on 
the project’s contribution to maintaining rail traffic, the length of the modernised section, and 
the portion funded by the bond. 
 
Assumptions were used to assess the increase in rail traffic due to the new carriages. Although 
it is not currently possible to measure its impact, it is likely that the Covid-19 pandemic will 
affect ridership. 

Comparison of GHG emissions with and 
without funding by the Sustainability Bond 

(tCO2e/an) 

 101   

 36   

Situation de 
référence 

Émissions induites 
Green Bond 

- 65 

Benchmark 

performance

Emissions 

caused
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Protection of natural resources 

In accordance with its regional and economic de-
velopment remit, and due to its hydrographic posi-
tioning (the Region intersects three watersheds and 
numerous catchment areas), the Region has a major 
role to play in implementing all aspects of integrated 
water management policies, including sustainable 
resource management, aquatic environment mana-
gement and flood risk and prevention. 

Occitania is fully committed to preserving “the vital 
public resource that is water” 7, preventing hydrolo-
gic risk and maintaining inhabitants’ quality of life. In 

2018, it embarked upon twenty-one major water-re-
lated exemplary and innovative projects, comprising 
the first part of its Regional Water Action Plan.

Through the various schemes comprising the second 
part of its action plan, Occitania helps the Region’s 
water stakeholders implement actions in line with 
its regional strategy objectives. Consequently, in 
connection with its flood risk and prevention plan 8, 
Occitania allocates investment and operating grants 
to implement flood prevention action plans (PAPI).

FLOOD RISK PREVENTION 

The Natural Resource Protection category for allocation of proceeds from the sustainability bond issuance tar-
gets sustainable water management through initiatives relating to water distribution infrastructure and flood 
risk prevention (including dyke reinforcement). 

The project funded by the sustainability bond relates to securing the dyke between Beaucaire and Fourques. 
Co-funded by the regional government of Occitania, it is part of the “Rhône Plan” in which Occitania is actively 
involved, which was initiated by the State and several regions in 2007 in response to the one-hundred-year 
flood that occurred in 2003. Occitania will finance a new phase of work on the right bank of the Rhône river, 
amounting to €20 million, i.e. a third of the total cost. It backs the investments and operation of the organisation 
Syndicat mixte interregional d’aménagement des digues du delta du Rhône et de la mer (Symadrem), in charge 
of the dykes of the Rhone river and sea walls 9.

Strengthening the dyke between Beaucaire and Fourques following the serious flooding of 2003, a €17.4 million 
project, including €6,549,000 funded by the sustainability bond issuance, bears witness to the Region’s strong 
commitment alongside the local authorities concerned. The flagship project has a strong social dimension as it 
involves protecting thousands of inhabitants in the flood-prone area.

Amount funded  
through the SB

Protection of natural resources: sustainable water management / flood prevention                    €6,549,000

Reinforcing the Rhône dykes between Beaucaire and Fourques €6,549,000  

 Detailed factsheet

7  Presentation of Occitania’s water action plan: https://www.laregion.fr/plan-eau

8  Presentation of Occitania’s flood risk reduction and prevention scheme: https://www.laregion.fr/Dispositif-d-intervention-pour-la-prevention-et-la-reduction-des

9  Announcement of the start of work to strengthen the dyke between Beaucaire and Fourques:  
https://www.laregion.fr/Beaucaire-confortement-de-la-digue-entre-Beaucaire-et-Fourques

PROJECTS CHOSEN
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DETAILED FACTSHEET FOR THE PROJECT SELECTED IN THE “NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT” CATEGORY

•  Following the serious flooding that took place in 2003, 
the project to reinforce the 13 km of dyke between 
Beaucaire and Fourques was identified as a priority 
action within the vast “Rhone Plan” for flood 
prevention and protection. 

•  The dyke was entirely demolished and then rebuilt 
with deep foundations able to resist a hundred-year 
flood and protect the inhabitants of little Camargue 
and the St-Gilles plain. 

Dyke strengthening on the right bank between Beaucaire and 
Fourques 

Protection of natural resources 
Sustainable water management / Flood prevention 

Project assessment method 
The project is assessed using several impact and performance indicators: 

18,000 permanent inhabitants protected 

Inauguration: summer 2019 

Total cost: €57,900,000 (including €17,370,000 funded by Occitania) 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €6,549,000 

The Sustainability Bond funds one project addressing the 
protection of natural resources 

Photo	credit:	Symedrem	

•  Number of kilometres of dyke reinforced, number of kilometres resistant to overflow 
•  Number of permanent inhabitants protected 
•  Number of square kilometres of land protected in the event of overflow of the Rhône river 

PROJECT 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

13 km  
of dyke reinforced  

5 km  
of dyke resistant to 

overflow 

18,000 permanent 
inhabitants protected 

125 square kilometres 
of land protected in the 
event of overflow of the 

Rhône river 
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Social action
The social initiatives undertaken by Occitania in healthcare, social housing and sports help break down social 

divides and curb territorial inequalities. By focusing on these three priority areas singled out for funding by the 
sustainability bond, Occitania hopes to strengthen social fabric and citizenship.

ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE 

The Region of Occitania is a member of the Supervisory Board of the Regional Health Board (ARS). Collaboration 
among healthcare professionals across the Region is one of the five major projects identified in the 2018-2020 
national healthcare strategy.

With a decreasing ratio of general practitioners to inhabitants for almost ten years, and marked disparities in 
terms of geographic distribution, certain rural areas of Occitania continue to suffer from or be threatened by 
medical exodus. Occitania aims to help develop multi-speciality healthcare centres (MSP) to increase and/or 
maintain the number of first-line healthcare providers in the least endowed rural areas, alongside local authori-
ties and State agencies such as the ARS.

Regional healthcare initiatives foster equal access to healthcare across the Region. The fight against medical 
exodus is essentially aimed at the inhabitants of areas where it is already or risks becoming a reality, primarily 
rural areas and certain districts classified as high priority in terms of urban planning policy.

Occitania invests in the creation and extension of multi-speciality health centres when they are operated by 
local authorities or not-for-profit healthcare organisations. One of the conditions for receiving regional funding 
is the preparation of a healthcare project that addresses regional concerns, meets the needs of the population, 
and involves both primary and allied healthcare providers.

Amount funded  
through the SB

Healthcare access €502,824 

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Montréjeau €52,000  

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Cerbère €121,269

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Prades €52,000  

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Pampelonne €33,105

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Figeac €52,000

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Arles-sur-Tech €43,500

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Mercus-Garrabet €52,000

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Lavit €44,960  

Creation of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic (MSP) in Verdalle €52,000

 Detailed factsheet

PROJECTS CHOSEN
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In terms of access to healthcare, the sustainability bond issuance enabled local authorities to participate in the 
financing of nine new MSP across the Region. As MSP are aimed at improving the accessibility of healthcare 
across the Region, Occitania may allocate investment grants for constructing or rehabilitating buildings to house 
medical and paramedical healthcare professionals in areas where they are lacking or that are threatened by 
medical exodus.

Base	map:	©	OpenStreetMap	Contributors	
Data:	Région	Occitanie	2019	
Statistics	and	mapping:	Eneis	by	KPMG	

Location	of	multi-speciality	
healthcare	clinic	projects	funded	by	
the	SB	in	2019,		
per	municipality	

Multi-speciality	healthcare	
clinic	projects	

Occitania	

Municipality	

Department	

Health	clinics	

Three of these multi-speciality healthcare centres, representative of local specificities, are presented in detail: 
by type of health professional (project stakeholder), by the rural nature of their location, and specificities such as 
single or multiple sites, in response to the specific needs of the area, etc.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING OFFER, ACCESS TO SOCIAL HOUSING FOR UNDERPRIVILEGED POPULATIONS 

 

Occitania is committed to driving sustainable and social change, by reducing inequalities and contributing to de-
veloping social housing to meet the needs of the Region and its population. The social housing offer in Occitania 
is limited, accounting for just over 10% of all housing, compared with 16% at national level. However, the need 
for social housing is high in the Region: 145,000 households were waiting for social housing accommodation at 
end- 2018, with almost 75% of households eligible given their level of income. 

The challenge, in the most underprivileged areas, is to support the construction of additional social housing units 
and housing specifically targeting young people, including students, and refurbishing social housing in the most 
rural districts to keep and attract both employed and senior citizens.

PROJECTS CHOSEN
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The construction of various types of social housing across the Region is aimed at ensuring better access to hou-
sing for citizens in precarious situations and guaranteeing social diversity. Consequently, two types of projects 
are eligible for funding by the sustainability bond: projects to construct social housing and projects to build 
student accommodation.

With regard to student housing, as part of the 2015-2020 planning agreement between the national and  
regional governments, Occitania has committed to allocating over €10 million for both of its school districts  
(académies) 10. At end-2018, €7.3 million were allocated for the construction or renovation of over 3,000 housing 
units. However, projects funded by the sustainability bond only related to social housing. 

Amount funded  
through the SB

Affordable housing / access to housing for disadvantaged individuals €294,517  0 

"La Dépensière" residence: creation of 78 social housing units in Balaruc-les-Bains €60,374  

"Le Clos des Aramons" residence: creation of 30 social housing units in Garons €31,235  

"Bruges" building: creation of 31 social housing units in Rodez €21,182  

"Mas Saint Simon" residence: creation of 33 social housing units in Villeneuve-les-Avignon €21,706

"Cave Coopérative" residence: creation of 35 social housing units in Pézilla-La-Rivière €28,500

Creation of 44 social housing units in Gigean €35,000

"Sables d'Oc" residences in Sérignan: creation of 60 social housing units €47,000

"La Farigoule" residence: creation of 89 social housing units in Rivesaltes €49,520

 Detailed factsheet

Occitania has financed numerous social housing projects (59 in 2018 for over €1.1 million), including eight within 
the framework of the sustainability bond issuance.

Base	map:	©	OpenStreetMap	Contributors	
Data:	Région	Occitanie	2018	
Statistics	and	mapping:	Eneis	by	KPMG	

Location	of	social	housing	
projects	in	2018,		
per	municipality	

Social	housing	projects	

Occitania	

Municipality	

Department	

Other	social	housing	projects	

Projects	selected	for	funding	
by	the	green	and	social	bond	

10  Occitania commits to increasing the student housing offer, March 2018 
https://www.laregion.fr/La-Region-se-mobilise-pour-le-logement-etudiant
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INVESTMENT IN SMALL SPORTS CLUBS

Local authorities share responsibility for sporting facilities 11. Although 75% of sporting facilities still belonged 
to municipalities in 2013 (compared with 2% for regional governments), Occitania is involved in the financing of 
major infrastructure at regional level and may, where applicable, support clubs encountering economic difficul-
ties in order to maintain local service. 

Consequently, investment in small sports clubs is aimed at financing equipment in targeted facilities that play a 
key role in enhancing the social fabric, particularly in areas where there are few local associations. Clubs foste-
ring the development of disabled sports also benefit from regional grants.

Amount funded  
through the SB

Investment in small sports clubs                    €1,080,891

"Clubs - Occitanie Sport pour Tous" programme in 2018: financial aid to buy small sports equipment for 
all clubs with at least 20 members or 20% of their workforce under the age of 21 €997,300  

" Sports access fund for disabled individuals: aid for purchasing sports equipment specifically for clubs 
offering disabled or adaptive sports activities €83,591

 Detailed factsheet
 

Occitania enables small sports clubs to acquire sporting equipment, provided that they have a minimum number 
of youth members. It also provides grants for the purchase of sporting equipment to clubs open to the disabled.

11  Information report of the French parliament: “Sport professionnel et collectivités territoriales : l’heure des transferts ?”:  
https://www.senat.fr/rap/r13-484-1/r13-484-12.html

PROJECTS CHOSEN
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DETAILED FACTSHEETS FOR KEY PROJECTS IN THE “SOCIAL ACTION” CATEGORY

Social Action – Access to healthcare 

Healthcare access is not one of the region’s core remits. However, Occitania has 
invested in this area with the goal of reducing territorial inequalities. This makes sense 
given the medical exodus from the region and the increasingly uneven distribution of 
medical services and personnel. The current health crisis has made this area of action, 
and investment in local healthcare structures, all the more strategic for the entire region. 
The Region’s involvement also aligns with Ma Santé 2022, a national strategy to develop 
work coordination tools for healthcare professionals. For this reason, both the State and 
the Region help finance the multi-speciality healthcare clinics (MSPs). The direct 
purpose of these clinics is to improve patient treatment by coordinating care and 
providing a continuum of care. They also maintain and develop the local 
healthcare offer to guarantee equal access to healthcare. 
Today, there are more than 200 multi-speciality healthcare clinics in Occitania. The 
Region supports projects to found healthcare clinics. It grants investment subsidies to 
build or renovate buildings that will house a coordinated group of healthcare 
professionals. Some MSPs have been directly involved in Covid-19 containment and 
monitoring, as outlined on the three factsheets dealing with MSPs.  
 

INTRODUCTION 

Investing in multi-speciality healthcare clinics (MSPs) meets a real need 
throughout all territories with low numbers of healthcare professionals and 
facilities and the risk that healthcare professionals will keep leaving the 

region. Guaranteeing equal access to healthcare for all is an important 
regional strategy objective in connection with Sustainability Bonds. It 

promotes a basic human right and balanced regional development. Nine 
MSPs received regional funding, three of which are presented on a 
factsheet below. 

ASSESSMENT OF PROJECTS
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Multi-speciality healthcare centre - Montréjeau 
 

Social Action – Access to healthcare 

•  The inception of this healthcare centre follows the 
refurbishment of the former Mont-Royal retirement home 
(EHPAD). The project is backed by the Montréjeau local 
authority and the Mont-Royal Santé association, which 
brings together 53 of the 70 healthcare professionals in 
the Montréjeau-Gourdan-Polignan region. 

•  Currently the “multi-site” MSP brings together four 
doctors, 25 nurses, two psychologists, one podiatrist, 
seven physiotherapists, one dentist, one biologist, and 
six pharmacists. Of these, thirty have set up their practice 
in the renovated building.  

•  The MSP is pioneering a programme welcoming 
students, encouraging the emergence of a new medical 
training method and a new paradigm based on multi-
professional expertise within a given region. 

Open since June 2018 

Total cost: €1,153,027 (including €130,000 financed by Occitania) 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €52,000  

The Sustainability Bond comprises nine healthcare centre projects 

Project assessment method 
The project is assessed using several impact and performance indicators: 

PROJECT 

•  Planned number and type of healthcare professionals 
•  Actual number and type of healthcare professionals 
•  Number of doctors replaced 
•  Number of patients treated (estimate) 
•  Number of inhabitants with access to the healthcare centre (less than 20 minutes 

away by car) 
•  Medical coverage rate (general practitioners) and comparison with the regional 

average 

Healthcare	 centre	 in	 Vicdessos	 (09),	
similar	to	the	one	in	Montréjeau	

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

The Montréjeau MSP opened in June 2018. In 2017, the Region partly funded the 
reconstruction of an abandoned retirement home in a building of 3,000 square meters, of 
which 1,100 house the MSP.  
In 2015, it planned to bring together: 
-  Seven healthcare professionals (six GPs and a dentist),  
-  20 allied health professionals comprising 13 nurses, four physiotherapists, one podiatrist 

and two psychologists.  
Since it opened, 28 healthcare providers have moved from their former practices to 
join the MSP: three licensed doctors, 17 nurses, two psychologists, a podiatrist, four 
physiotherapists and one dentist. The MSP welcomes patients every day from 8 am to 8 
pm.  
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REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT

Social Action – Access to healthcare

The centre covers a catchment area of 23,000 people in around twenty towns. The
coordinators estimate that approximately 10,000 patients visit the clinic each year. The
number of patients whose main family doctor works at the centre was 5,250 in 2018 (source:
CPAM).

By setting up this facility, the ratio of GPs to population increased between 2017 and
2018 in the region of the MSP.

The new MSP gave rise to other positive developments and actions with high added value for
the region:
- In conjunction with the MSP, the 40 professionals of the multi-speciality outpatient care

company (SISA) provide excellent coverage throughout the region by working as a network
(i.e. both on- and off-site). By reason of the SISA’s legal status, it can develop coordinated
prevention endeavours and joint working protocols, as well as roll out uniform communication
to all professionals throughout the region.
The action taken by the Region benefited all SISA professionals and well as their external
partners and treated patients. Multi-speciality consultation meetings were organised at the
MSP as provided for in the inter-professional bargaining agreements (ACI). A user
representative commission was created, and central software for sharing patient data was
set up to help practitioners follow through on treatment better.

- The MSP also branched out into social action through a partnership via a medico-social
programme for children with severe psychological disorders (Dispositif Institut Thérapeutique
Educatif et Pédagogique or DITEP). Through this arrangement, children who have
psychological disorders and live in areas lacking doctors are able to receive treatment after
referral by the Department.

- The network’s partnerships also extend to universities. For example, the MSP created an
organisation welcoming students to help them explore different specialisms and define their
career plans from a multi-disciplinary perspective (for example, in preparing their thesis).

- The MSP and Montréjeau town hall work together closely. For example, they set up an x-ray
room to develop telehealth and teleradiology. The strong partnership between the MSP and
town hall made it easier to develop the healthcare centre and welcome new doctors. Both
partners are studying the possibility of developing a healthcare centre with salaried
professionals.

Multi-speciality healthcare centre - Montréjeau

(Source: 
Cartosanté-
ARS)

GP density per 10,000 pop. in 
2017

GP density per 10,000
pop. in 2019

Montréjeau 10.5 17.9

Haute-
Garonne 11.2 10.9

Occitania 10.5 10.2
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In connection with the Covid-19 crisis, the MSPs have organised special treatment 
units. Sixty “Covid Centres” opened in southern Occitania and were organised by doctors 
who coordinate the care of individual patients (médecins référents) within the MSPs. The 
coordination between healthcare professionals that was already in place facilitated the 
organisation of the Covid response. A Covid centre was opened in Montréjeau, ready to 
handle up to 200 patients per day. 
In conclusion, the MSP was able to roll out genuine targeted action and leverage the 
network to meet a need within its territorial scope and mitigate the decline in the 
number of healthcare professionals. It also encouraged partners and institutions to 
address crucial factors for healthcare access, work on social issues, and foster the 
emergence of multi-speciality medical action that provides a basis for further 
developments.  
Although the Regional subsidy is just a relative fraction of total construction cost, it has given 
impetus to a new working dynamic for healthcare professionals. 
 
 
 
NB: MSP patient numbers are available only for general practitioners, not all the healthcare 
professionals working within the clinics.  
 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Multi-speciality healthcare centre - Montréjeau 
 

Social Action – Access to healthcare 
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•  The Lomagne-Tarn-et-Garonnaise joint municipal 
authority is project owner for two multi-speciality 
healthcare centres, one in Beaumont-de-Lomagne 
and one in Lavit (11.4 km away), specialised in 
physical rehabilitation.  

•  It currently houses three general practitioners, one 
physical therapist and four nurses (practice nurses 
and their locums). 

•  The 614 sq. m. healthcare centre was constructed in 
a highly agricultural rural area.  

•  The healthcare centre is managed by the Des Halles 
de la Sère outpatient care company (SISA), which is 
also responsible for the healthcare centres in 
Beaumont-de-Lomagne and Saint-Nicolas-de-la-
Grave, one of which specialises in emergency and 
critical care and the other in vestibular disorders. The 
SISA manages three MSPs that work in a network 
within their region, encouraging healthcare 
professional rotation and shared patient follow-up. 

Multi-speciality healthcare centre - Lavit 

Social Action – Access to healthcare 

Practice	 in	 a	 multi-speciality	 healthcare	
centre	

Open since September 2019 

Total cost: €1,180,390 (including €112,500 financed by Occitania) 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €44,960  

The Sustainability Bond comprises nine healthcare centre projects 

Project assessment method 
The project is assessed using several impact and performance indicators: 

PROJECT 

•  Planned number and type of healthcare professionals 
•  Actual number and type of healthcare professionals 
•  Number of doctors replaced 
•  Number of patients treated (estimate) 
•  Number of inhabitants with access to the healthcare centre (less than 20 minutes 

away by car) 
•  Medical coverage rate (general practitioners) and comparison with the regional 

average 
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REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Multi-speciality healthcare centre - Lavit 
 

Social Action – Access to healthcare 

The Lavit MSP opened on 30 September 2019. It planned to house three general 
practitioners, two medical interns, and eight allied health practitioners (five nurses and three 
physiotherapists). The "SISA des Halles” outpatient care company was founded in December 
2018 before the MSPs were created.  
Today the Lavit MSP houses: 
-  Three general practitioners 
-  One physiotherapist 
-  Four nurses (practice nurses and locums).  
To demonstrate the added value of the MSP, two retired doctors were replaced by two former 
interns. 
The region where the MSP is located is also concerned by an increasing doctor shortage at 
all French administrative levels (municipalities, departments and region overall), the catalyst 
for establishing the MSP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Opening the MSP has curbed the rural doctor shortage, particularly by helping replace 
retiring doctors. 
The Region’s financial backing has therefore proved important in fighting the rural doctor 
shortage. The subsidy granted from SB proceeds accounts for 4% of the total project 
cost, meaning the Region contributed 10% of subsidies.  
The joint municipal authority is entrusted with creating, maintaining and managing the multi-
speciality healthcare clinics in Lavit and Beaumont. The third in Saint-Nicolas is located in a 
different, neighbouring joint municipality. Within the catchment area, locals benefit from 
being within a twenty-minute drive of a multi-speciality healthcare clinic. 
All three MSPs are under the supervision of the SISA. Some healthcare professionals are 
therefore able to rotate between clinics to thoroughly cover the territory and optimise team 
work. A central software package for sharing patient files has been set up for this purpose. 
The work done by the multi-speciality healthcare centres is by nature complementary, 
particularly as concerns developing certain specialist disciplines like physical therapy in Lavit, 
balance retraining in Saint-Nicolas, and emergency care in Beaumont. 
The Covid-19 crisis has spurred on a new manner of working within the MSP network. In 
particular, telehealth is facilitated by central software through which patients can access their 
medical files, such as prescriptions and history of illness. 

With its generous funding, the Region has supported a purposeful project with strong 
added value that helps combat the shortage of medical professionals in this area. 

 

 
 
 

(Source:	
Cartosanté-ARS)	 GP	density	per	10,000	pop.	in	2017	 GP	density	per	10,000	pop.	in	2019	

Lavit	 19.3	 18.9	

Tarn-et-Garonne	 8.4	 8.3	

Occitania	 10.5	 10.2	
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•  The multi-speciality healthcare centre (MSP), backed by 
the Conflent-Canigou-Prades joint municipal authority, 
aims to structure the primary care offer, attract new 
practitioners and encourage them to stay in the region.  

•  Managed by the Pôle Santé Conflent outpatient care 
company (SISA), the MSP also aims to coordinate 
healthcare among various self-employed professionals 
by pooling secretarial services and sharing premises. 
Moreover, the healthcare centre belongs to an 
association grouping together the regional healthcare 
community (CPTS), which promotes partnership and 
collaboration with the other healthcare professionals in 
the area.  

•  In 2020, the MSP site boasted four doctors, fourteen 
nurses, two midwives, one dietician, one speech 
therapist and one osteopath. Another doctor who is a 
member of the CPTS works at the MSP on occasional 
missions. 

Multi-speciality healthcare centre - Prades 

Social Action – Access to healthcare 

Healthcare	clinic	equipment	

Open since December 2018 

Total cost: €1,232,000 (including €130,000 funded by Occitania) 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €52,000  

The Sustainability Bond comprises nine healthcare centre projects 

Project assessment method 
The project is assessed using several impact and performance indicators: 

•  Planned number and type of healthcare professionals 
•  Actual number and type of healthcare professionals 
•  Number of doctors replaced 
•  Number of patients treated (estimate) 
•  Number of inhabitants with access to the healthcare centre (less than 20 minutes 

away by car) 
•  Medical coverage rate (general practitioners) and comparison with the regional 

average 

PROJECT 
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REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Multi-speciality healthcare centre - Prades 
 

Social Action – Access to healthcare 

The initial project was supposed to draw three general practitioners, two midwives, and 11 
allied health professionals (six nurses, one speech therapist, one osteopath, one dietician, 
one orthoptist and one occupational therapist).   
The multi-speciality healthcare centre (MSP) opened on 1 December 2018 and currently 
houses even more healthcare professionals than when it opened. As of 2020, it boasts: 
-  Four permanent doctors and one occasional doctor from the local "CPTS” healthcare 

association  
-  14 nurses  
-  One speech therapist 
-  Two midwives 
-  One dietician 
-  One osteopath.  
NB: Although it was initially planned for an occupational therapist to join the MSP, ultimately 
this individual was unable to do so due to the considerable amount of time needed to set up 
the MSP.  
According to the clinic’s software, average monthly patients number 2,000 for medical 
appointments and 100 for appointments with specialists.  
The MSP is located in an area heavily affected by a shortage of medical professionals, 
making its construction particularly meaningful.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The MSP, managed by the SISA, sought to coordinate healthcare professionals and clinics 
in its region through the SISA and a healthcare association (“CPTS”). An association of 
healthcare professionals was founded in 2012, initially under the Pays de Santé scheme, but 
later became a SISA and a CPTS. In 2018, it opened a multi-speciality healthcare centre in 
Prades. The project covers several sites since 30 healthcare professionals are from outside 
the MSP, affiliated with the SISA. All practitioners (60) are members of the CPTS. 
The SISA also provides care outside the MSP. For example, two itinerant chiropodists and 
six itinerant nurses travel throughout the area, attend MSP consultation meetings and use 
the same healthcare coordination software. 
The recent health crisis has shown the benefits of coordinated organisation of 
healthcare professionals and facilities from a central nucleus. For example, the MSP 
became a "Covid Centre” and federated the recovery and distribution of PPE for healthcare 
professionals in its region. It also organised Covid testing with the nearby laboratory. 
 
Once again, opening the MSP helped keep doctors in the region. The success enjoyed by 
the multi-disciplinary healthcare professionals at the MSP and off-site shows that 
setting up the clinic was relevant and necessary. The Region’s backing helped 
decrease territorial inequality. 

(Source:	Cartosanté-
ARS)	 GP	density	per	10,000	pop.	in	2017	 GP	density	per	10,000	pop.	in	2019	

Prades	 18.2	 13.1	

Pyrénées-Orientales	 12	 11.9	

Occitania	 10.5	 10.2	
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INTRODUCTION 

Social Action – Affordable Housing Offer 

Social housing is not one of the region’s core remits. However, Occitania has supported the 
construction of social housing throughout the region, with the goal of reducing territorial 
inequalities.  
 
Eight social housing programmes were funded by SB proceeds, three of which are 
covered in a detailed factsheet.  
 
The analysis showed that the Region’s backing helps social housing rental schemes 
achieve a balanced budget. Although social housing is largely financed by loans (70% of 
total costs, on average) and by equity from HLM housing associations, public subsidies 
account for 8-13% of total financing, depending on the type of social housing (that for the 
lowest income brackets being the most heavily subsidised).  
Social landlords have emphasized that public subsidies are needed more than ever in 
the current financing environment for social housing. The French government cut social 
housing rent to counteract the lower housing aid being granted by the family allowance fund 
(APL). Additionally, the VAT rate for housing construction went up, and land acquisition costs 
continue to rise (+5% per year from 2011 to 2015, making the property component of total 
costs go up from 18% to 21% over this same period). (Source: Information Report of the 
French Senate, no. 731 (2018-2019) by Philippe Dallier) 
 

The financial support of the Region helps develop social housing.  
The Covid-19 pandemic and ensuing economic crisis have lowered 
income in some households, making the Region’s commitment to an 

affordable housing offer all the more relevant.  
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•  The Hérault Habitat public housing office (OPH) is leading 
the project to create 78 social housing units, with 33 
condominiums and 45 individual units, spread over seven 
buildings. 

•  The project is aimed at fostering social diversity through 
two types of housing subsidies (PLAI and PLUS) and by 
attracting diverse households with different home sizes 
(23 one-bedroom apartments, 38 two-bedroom 
apartments and 17 three-bedroom apartments).  

•  The buildings are certified RT2012 (energy efficient 
buildings). That means they meet the standard of 
consuming no more than 50 kWh per square meter per 
year per building. They also meet three requirements: high 
thermal insulation, air-tightness and use of renewable 
energies.  

La Dépensière Residence - Balaruc-les-Bains 

Social Action – Affordable Housing Offer 

Project assessment method 
The project is assessed using several impact and performance indicators: 

164 persons housed 

Building delivered: November 2018 

Total cost: €9,316,250 (including €165,000 funded by Occitania) 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €60,374 
Total public subsidies: €1.51 million (16%)     Loans: €7.97 million (more than 80%) 
 The Sustainability Bond comprises eight social housing projects 

Example	of	a	project	backed	by	Occitania	

•  Number of social rental housing units constructed / subsidised schemes 
•  Diversity and breakdown of housing types meeting specific needs  
•  Change in average time to obtain social housing in the municipality 
•  Change in proportion of social housing in the municipality 

PROJECT 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

One of the developments backed by the Region to develop local social housing was the “La 
Dépensière” Residence. It was inaugurated in November 2018, adding 78 housing units in 
Balaruc-les-Bains. The development features 33 condominiums and 45 individual homes, of 
which 23 are one-bedroom, 38 two-bedroom and 17 three-bedroom. 
In terms of the type of social lending effort, the development features 54 "PLUS" and 24 "PLAI” 
units (the PLAI being the most financially accessible for households). There are no PLS-type 
units, i.e. those with the highest rents that still benefit from some form of subsidised loan (PLS 
is also the name of the loan associated with these types of developments). The development 
gives priority to accessible housing for the lowest income brackets and to a balanced loan 
structure. 
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La Dépensière Residence - Balaruc-les-Bains 

Social Action – Affordable Housing Offer 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

The funding provided by the Region from SB proceeds amounted to €165,000 of a total cost of 
€9,316,250, i.e. 1.77% of the cost of the scheme and 11% of public subsidies (making the 
Region the fourth-largest backer after the department, French State and intermunicipal 
cooperation enterprise).  
The amount contributed from SB proceeds accounts for €60,374, or 0.65% of the entire 
financing package. However, subsidies still account for a large percentage of these 
financing packages, particularly in the current tense market conditions discussed earlier in 
the report. 
The Balaruc-les-Bains development is noteworthy for the number of social housing units it 
added to the town and for the pace of construction. The municipality had 470 social housing 
units at 1 January 2020, built at the following pace (date on which the developments were 
registered): 
-  44 PLAI units (for the lowest income brackets) and 98 PLUS units (for higher income 

brackets than the PLAI) in 2016 
-  None in 2017 
-  6 PLAI units and 12 PLUS units in 2018. 
Therefore, the construction of 78 units – 17% of all current social housing – significantly 
developed social housing in this municipality. The percentage of social housing in Balaruc-
les-Bains went from 9.4% at 1 January 2017 to 9.43% in 2018, ultimately reaching 13.27% on 
1 January 2019* (not exclusively related to the La Dépensière residence funded by the 
Region). 
Obviously, La Dépensière’s effect on the social housing offer in Balaruc-les-Bains cannot be 
interpreted in isolation, and must be analysed long-term. It fits into a much broader backdrop 
that includes rising property prices and 3.5% more applications for social housing in the 
Region between 2017 and 2018 (source: DREAL). 
The data nevertheless bears out the considerable impact the Region’s funding had on 
developing social housing. The number of applications on a wait list went from 362 in 2017 to 
405 in 2018, but back down to 377 in 2019 after the La Dépensière residence was delivered. 
At the same time, the average wait has stayed relatively stable (1.7 years in 2017, 2 in 2018 
and 1.7 in 2019 - source: DREAL) given the overall increase in applications mentioned above.  
 
* Source: Figures from the municipality, DREAL Occitanie, the French government’s social housing rental repository 
(RPLS), and the social housing application system (SNE) 

** Source: DREAL Occitanie, Source UNIQUE Infocentre - data as at 25 January 2019 
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Le Clos des Aramons Residence - Garons 

Social Action – Affordable Housing Offer 

Project assessment method 
The project is assessed using several impact and performance indicators: 

63 persons housed 

Building delivered: October 2018 

The Sustainability Bond comprises eight social housing projects 

Example	of	a	project	backed	by	Occitania	

•  Number of social rental housing units constructed / subsidised schemes 
•  Diversity and breakdown of housing types meeting specific needs  
•  Change in average time to obtain social housing in the municipality 
•  Change in proportion of social housing in the municipality 

PROJECT 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Total cost: €3,784,480 (including €63,000 financed by Occitania) 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €31,235 
Total public subsidies: €217,500 (6%)      Loans: €3.6 million (around 90%) 
 
  

•  The Clos des Aramons Residence comprises 30 social 
housing units in the locality of Grand Terre, Garons. 
These collective dwellings are grouped together in groups 
of four to seven housing units.  

•  The social housing management entity has adopted an 
ecological approach, integrating the “Green and Blue 
Infrastructure”, one of the flagship commitments of the 
French Environment Round Table, into the overall 
scheme. The project also aims to comply with 
Mediterranean housing principles in terms of orientation, 
insulation and window screening. 

•  The project is led by Un Toit pour tous, a subsidised 
housing body (ESH), the main social housing 
management entity in the region and member of the 
group Habitat en Région. 

•  The project fosters social diversity through two types of 
social lending efforts (PLAI and PLUS) and a diversity of 
family types and a wide range of apartment sizes (one-, 
two- and three-bedroom apartments). 

•  The project is certified RT2012 (energy efficient 
buildings). 

The scheme comprises 30 social housing units in total, for which funding amounted to €63,000, 
or 1.66% of total costs, €31,235 of which were from SB proceeds. Regional funding 
accounted for 29% of public subsidies (making it the second-largest backer after the French 
State, contributing more than the department and intermunicipal cooperation enterprise). 
The development features 10 one-bedroom apartments, 16 two-bedroom apartments, and 4 
three-bedroom apartments, of which 21 PLUS and 9 PLAI units (depending on intended income 
brackets).  
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Le Clos des Aramons Residence - Garons 

Social Action – Affordable Housing Offer 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

The municipality counted 158 social housing units at 1 January 2019. The Le Clos des 
Aramons construction scheme therefore accounted for almost one fifth of all social 
housing there, furthering its development significantly. 
Social housing established in the municipality, all schemes combined, is as follows:    
•  2016 homes built: 0 
•  2017 homes built: 9 PLAI units and 21 PLUS units 
•  2018 homes built: 22 PLAI units and 43 PLUS units. 
The development of a 30-flat housing scheme is remarkable given the pace of construction in 
recent years. It underlines the importance of public subsidies, including Regional funding, to 
balance the budget as needed to carry out the scheme. 
Data on changes in the wait time for social housing could not be obtained for this municipality. 
However, the municipality states that the wait time has remained relatively stable in recent 
years: 
•  Around 40% of social housing is assigned within less than one year of applying  
•  Around 35% of social housing is assigned to applicants who have been waiting one to two 

years  
•  The remainder assigned concerns applications that are two to four years old. 
This is partly explained by the social housing turnover observed in this municipality at 1 
January 2019 (4.7%). The low percentage attests to the stability of the occupants, but also to 
the difficulty of meeting demand without producing new dwellings, since few units are vacated.  
The number of social housing applications in this town went from 148 at the end of 2018 to 
125 at the end of 2019 (after a sharp increase from 93 to 148 between end-2017 and 
end-2018). Developing the social housing offer, particularly through the Le Clos des 
Aramons residence, helped bring that number down (source: DDT Gard).  
Additionally, the delivery of this residence directly increased the percentage of social 
housing in this municipality, involving a noticeable increase from January 2018 to January 
2019. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The 30 additional social housing rental units reported over 2018 correspond to the 
inauguration of the Le Clos des Aramons residence (source: DDT Gard).  

These figures show the relevance and benefits of the Region’s financial backing of 
social housing. 

 

 

(Source:	DDT	Gard)	
Percentage	of	social	
housing	rental	units	

(SHRU)	

#	of	SHRU	and	#	of	primary	residences	
(PR)	

At	1	Jan.	2017	 6.9%	 128	SHRU	to	1,855	PR	

At	1	Jan.	2018	 6.7%	 128	SHRU	to	1,924	PR	

At	1	Jan.	2019	 8.2%	 158	SHRU	to	1,933	PR	
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Bruges Résidence - Rodez 

Social Action – Affordable Housing Offer 

Project assessment method 
The project is assessed using several impact and performance indicators: 

65 persons housed 

Building delivered: April 2019 

The Sustainability Bond comprises eight social housing projects 

Example	of	a	project	backed	by	Occitania	

•  Number of social rental housing units constructed / subsidised schemes 
•  Diversity and breakdown of housing types meeting specific needs  
•  Change in average time to obtain social housing in the municipality 
•  Change in proportion of social housing in the municipality 

PROJECT 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Total cost: €3,416,815 (including €84,500 financed by Occitania) 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €21,182 
Total public subsidies: €331,000 (10%)     Loans: €2.7 million (80%) 
 
  

•  The project created 31 social housing units in Rodez in 
connection with the Bourran urban development zone. 
The collective dwellings are spread over a six-storey 
building. Located between the airport and the city 
centre, the district of Bourran is close to healthcare 
centres, schools and businesses. 

•  Given the dimensions and characteristics of the land 
(steep 21% slope), the architect’s main idea was to 
create a mix of collective and semi-collective dwellings 
for the apartments located on the last two floors, treated 
as independent modules. 

•  Social diversity in the residence is achieved through two 
types of social lending efforts (PLAI and PLUS) and a 
diversity of family types and wide range of apartment 
sizes (one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments). 

•  The project is certified RT2012 (energy efficient 
buildings). 

The Bruges residence has 31 units. The Region contributed €84,500 in financing (including 
€21,182 from SB proceeds), accounting for 2.5% of total financing and 26% of public 
subsidies, making it the second-largest backer after the intermunicipal cooperation 
enterprise, contributing more than the State and municipality.  
The percentage is considerable given the weight of subsidies in social housing 
developments (average subsidies: 8-13% of total financing). The portion funded from the 
sustainability bond amounted to 0.6% of the entire scheme, but accounts for one quarter of 
total Regional funding. 
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Bruges Résidence - Rodez 

Social Action – Affordable Housing Offer 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

The development has 14 one-bedroom, 11 two-bedroom and 6 three-bedroom apartments 
broken down as 22 PLUS and 9 PLAI units (for different income brackets). This breakdown 
was also chosen to harmonise the need for social housing with a balanced budget. 
On the whole, the city of Rodez has more social housing than the towns discussed earlier in 
this report that also received financial backing. Rodez is both Prefecture of Aveyron and the 
core city of an agglomeration. As such, it plays a central role and has more social housing 
units and applications for social housing than one of the surrounding towns or a rural 
community. It counted 1,386 social housing rental units at 1 January 2019, with more 
extensive production of units: 
•  2016: 27 PLAI, 47 PLUS and 64 PSLA units 
•  2017: 16 PLAI, 13 PLUS, 87 PLS and 76 PSLA units 
•  2018: 25 PLAI, 57 PLUS, 29 PLS and 18 PSLA units (source: DTSE, Region of Occitania) 
Here, funding for the production of 31 social housing units is therefore less significant, 
since this scheme only accounts for 2% of the town’s social housing rental units. 
Nevertheless, there is a large waiting list for social housing in Rodez (525 pending 
applications in 2019 compared to 631 in 2017 and 427 in 2018). This indicator bears out the 
relevance of the endeavour, and more broadly the need to keep funding social housing 
construction. As mentioned previously in this report, against the current social housing 
backdrop, public subsidies are needed for the schemes to keep a balanced budget, including 
in urban cores where “small developments” are less material. 
Applications for social housing were fulfilled better between 2017 and 2019: 
 
 
 
 
 

    (Source: DDT Aveyron) 
 
On the other hand, the percentage of social housing has increased only slightly since 2017, 
despite the annual units produced. At 1 January 2017, 13% of all housing was subsidised; 
13.38% at 1 January 2018; and 13.44% at 1 January 2019. This can be explained by the 
parallel growth of primary residences, i.e. private homes. 
Developing subsidised housing is therefore still an important issue, even for major 
centres like Rodez where land pressures and strained real estate markets can be major 
hurdles to helping people climb the property ladder. 
 
 

		 Average wait Under one year More than three 
years 

2017 9.4 months 75.11% 2.76% 

2018 8.1 months 79.56% 0.43% 

2019 8 months 79.49% 0.51% 
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Social Action – Investment in small sports clubs 

The small sports clubs sprinkled throughout Occitania are a cornerstone of education, 
socializing and other initiatives for citizens. The Region’s proactive policy supporting local 
sports clubs is part of a strategy for balanced social and territorial development. It 
funds many sports endeavours (17,000 sports clubs and 1,300,000 officially enrolled 
members) and promotes the dynamic sports scene the Region is known for. It also 
develops actions for young people. For these reasons, helping young people aged 21 or 
less is one of the criteria for regional funding. 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

More specifically, the Region helps small sports clubs, both urban and rural, 
purchase equipment to sustain and improve the quality of their activities in 
their respective areas, especially as regards young people.  
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•  With 17,000 sports clubs boasting almost 1,300,000 
member(s), Occitania is the fourth largest region in 
terms of the number of clubs and their membership. 

•  The purpose of Clubs Occitanie – Sport pour Tous 
(“sports for all”) is to maintain and support the region’s 
sports network and the major social cohesion role 
played by sports clubs, by providing grants for the 
purchase of sports equipment. 

•  With a focus on small local clubs addressing 
underprivileged communities in urban or rural areas, 
Occitania targets all clubs that are members of a 
State-approved sports federation and that do not 
benef i t f rom the “Clubs Occitanie – Sport 
Performance” and “Clubs Occitanie – Ambassadeur 
Sport” schemes. 

•  Clubs subsidised under this scheme are required to 
have at least 20 members or 20% of their workforce 
under the age of 21. 

Project assessment method 
 

Sports club scheme – Occitanie Sport pour Tous 

Social Action – Investment in small sports clubs 

923 beneficiary clubs in 2018; 1,426 beneficiary clubs in 2019 

Scheme launched in 2018 

Total cost: €997,300 
Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €997,300 

The project was assessed using 
several impact and performance 
indicators.  
 
For this purpose, data was 
gathered from the regional 
sports authority (Direction des 
Sports). A more qualitative 
assessment was made with 
certain sports clubs (10 to 15) 
based on semi-st ructured 
interviews, an analysis of their 
financial statements, and the 
location of clubs with regard to 
priority and rural development 
areas (QPV, ZRR).  

Performance 
indicators 

Amount of aid granted / year 
Number of clubs subsidised / year 
Number of licensed members concerned / 
by age (under 18) 

Amount and number of subsidised 
equipment purchases 

Impact 
indicators 

Maintenance of the offer and sports 
involvement of young licensed members of 
the club subsidised by Occitania 

Change in the financial situation of 
subsidised clubs with a view to maintaining 
the proposed activity 

Location of subsidised clubs in priority and 
rural development areas (QPV, ZRR) 

Régionale	 Occitanie	 League	 rugby	 school:	
R.	C.	Marvejols	(48)	

PROJECT 
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The “sports for all” programme was assessed over 2020 using data from the regional sport 
authority, which provided performance indicators.  
The assessment went further by interviewing the managers of ten sports clubs that receive this 
type of aid, out of a sample of sixty clubs with notable characteristics (such as location in a 
priority area, a rural revitalisation zone or priority districts in cities). The interviews 
concentrated on the impact the Regional aid had on maintaining and developing sports 
on offer, and on the number of young licensed people enrolled in the subsidised clubs. 
Eight of the interviewed clubs also sent us their financial reports and a list of equipment 
purchased with the Region’s financial aid. 
 
The interviewed clubs and respective aid amounts are as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This arrangement enabled the Region to provide greater aid both in terms of monetary amount 
and number of clubs assisted, so that they could keep up their activities. On average, €1,674 were 
granted per subsidised club in 2019 (based on a sample of twenty clubs).  
Among the interviewed clubs, Regional funding sometimes covers a substantial portion of total expenses: 
up to 75% in 2019 in Montaut, 70.4% in Aureilhan and 60.8% in Collioure (source: regional sports 
authority of Occitania). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In most clubs interviewed for the assessment, the majority of officially enrolled members 
are at least 18 years old (up to 85% of enrolled members at Aureilhan Judo Club and 68% at 
the AS Nautique Saint Gilloise), demonstrating that the Regional aid has been well 
targeted.  

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Sports club scheme – Occitanie Sport pour Tous 

Social Action – Investment in small sports clubs 

Sports	club	 Type	of	sport	 Location	 Amount	of	aid	 Year	of	aid		

Union	Sportive	de	Montaut	 Football	 Montaut	
€1,900	 2018	

€1,900	 2019	
AS	Nautique	Ste	Gilloise	 Swimming	 Saint	Gilles	 €2,000	 2019	
Basket	Club	Castillon	Débats	 Basketball	 Castillon	Débats	

(RRZ)	
€700	 2018	

€1,760	 2019	
Comminges	Yoseikan	Budo	Villeneuvois	 Martial	arts	 Saint	Gaudens	 €1,400	 2018	

€2,000	 2019	
Aureilhan	Judo	Club	 Judo	 Aureilhan	 €1,600	 2019	
Tambourin	Club	de	Cournonsec	 Tamburello	 Cournonsec	 €2,000	 2018	

€2,000	 2019	

Thore	Rugby	Club	 Rugby	 Saint	Amans	Soult	 €2,000	 2019	

Les	Archers	de	Castelsarrasin	 Archery	 Castelsarrasin	 €500	 2018	
€1,000	 2019	

Club	Figeaçois	du	Poney	et	du	Cheval	 Equestrian	sports	 Figeac	(ZRR)	 €1,070	 2019	
Triathlon	Club	Montalbanais	 Triathlon	 Montauban	 €2,000	 2018	

€2,000	 2019	

Year	 Amount	of	Regional	aid	 Number	of	clubs	
subsidised	

Number	of	licensed	
members	in	the	subsidised	

clubs	

2018	 €1,155,667	 923	 143,739	

2019	 €1,790,894	 1,437	 225,167	
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REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Sports club scheme – Occitanie Sport pour Tous 

Social Action – Investment in small sports clubs 

The interviews with various subsidised clubs raised several positive points. At one of the 
interviewed clubs, the equipment purchased directly allowed it to stay open. For another, 
regional aid helped young people attend competitions since they were able to purchase 
suitable, quality sportswear. 
The aid noticeably improves sports on offer by enabling purchases of new, safer 
equipment that is more suitable for teaching at the various clubs and the athletes they 
serve.  
Most of the interviewed clubs stated that, without regional aid, they would have had to postpone 
purchasing equipment and developing new practices. In other words, the Region also helped 
clubs invest in equipment more quickly. 
Therefore aid improves the quality of club services by alleviating some expenses, even if 
on its own, it is not usually enough to cover all running expenses and investment requirements. 
Sports clubs still rely on sponsors and public subsidies from the department and municipality 
and organise fundraising events (lotteries, selling food or calendars, etc.). 

Regional aid should also be assessed as regards its impact on the young enrolled members of 
the subsidised clubs and their practice of sports.  
Although it was difficult to assess the change in the number of young enrolled members of the 
subsidised clubs, the sample of interviewed clubs showed that purchasing new equipment 
made it possible to open up to new users (e.g. young people, seniors or disabled 
individuals); develop new activities (e.g. poney games, Tai So, Baby Judo, etc.); and 
encourage more parents to entrust their children to sports clubs with new, safer equipment.  

Finally, financial aid helped develop communication, promotion and outreach to introduce 
clubs to individuals less familiar with sports. It also helped them develop a club identity, an 
important factor to ground clubs in their communities through a positive image and strong 
visibility. 
Where clubs are already well-known and ensure quality, adapted services, the Regional aid did 
not directly change enrolled membership numbers of young people or the frequency with which 
they visit the club.  
Finally, it is important to look at the location of subsidised clubs, particularly as concerns their 
distribution and presence in priority zones. Among the sample of clubs interviewed, ones 
receiving aid are sprinkled throughout the region (for example, Collioure in eastern Occitania, 
Auch in the west, Cahors in the north and Tarbes in the south). Similarly, out of the sample of 
61 clubs, 42.6% are located in a priority zone for government action, such as a “QPV” in 
cities (9.8%) or a “ZRR” in the countryside (32.8%). – Source: geoportail.gouv (QPV), data.gouv 
(ZRR). 

 

 Therefore, Regional aid for small sports clubs has a genuinely positive benefit on 
their activity. It has helped clubs maintain, develop, and/or improve their 
activity throughout the region, both in rural and priority urban areas. 



76

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT

Sports club scheme – Occitanie Sport pour Tous

Social Action – Investment in small sports clubs

Appendix 1: Types of priority zones for government action discussed

� Rural revitalisation zones (ZRR), created in 1995, are the most underprivileged rural
areas from a socioeconomic standpoint. As priority zones for government action, tax-related
and social aid exist for these communities, particularly through business creation or
acquisition.

� Public policy priority neighbourhoods (QPV) were created in 2014 to replace the former
classification of “priority urban areas”. They are delineated by a single criterion – income per
capita – in other words, poverty levels as shown by INSEE data grids. These zones benefit
from specific actions and measures.

Appendix 2: Purchases made by interviewed or surveyed clubs (source: interviews)

List of clubs interviewed Purchases made with Regional funding

UNION SPORTIVE DE MONTAUT - Jerseys for the football school
- Stock of field marking consumables

AS NAUTIQUE ST GILLOISE

- 8 resistance bands with paddles 
- 400 silicone competitive swimming caps with logo
- 4 blue Swiss balls
- 10 medium resistance bands
- 10 low resistance bands
- 1 floating mat
- 1 swimming pool port
- 2 sets of 4 diving toys
- 8 resistance bands
- 1 pack of teaching equipment
- 1 GoPro
- 70 swim caps
- 75 sweat suits
- 50 bottles and 50 cups

COMMINGES YOSEIKAN BUDO VILLENEUVOIS

- Teaching equipment: punching bags, punch shields, 
jump rope, gloves, t-shirts, belt roll
- Materials for making teaching resources
- Gloves
- Keikogis
- Protection for children (helmet, shin- and foot-guards)
- Trophies

AUREILHAN JUDO CLUB

- Children’s judogi

- Competition judogi
- Weights, step equipment, balls, resistance bands
- Motor skills kit
- Modular obstacle course

TAMBOURIN CLUB DE COURNONSEC

- 100 foam pads
- 130 tamburellos
- 8 outfits (ages 14-16 / beginner adults)
- 16 outfits (ages 12-13)
- 8 outfits (ages 10-11)
- 10 outfits (9 and under)
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REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Sports club scheme – Occitanie Sport pour Tous 

Social Action – Investment in small sports clubs 

List of clubs interviewed Purchases made with Regional funding 

THORE RUGBY CLUB 
 

-  Teaching equipment: jerseys, marker cones, balls 

BASKET CLUB CASTILLON DEBATS 
 

-  Scoreboard and Bodet Scorepad touchscreen keyboard 
with receiving antennas for time synchronisation 

AS Badminton Foix 

-  Training birdies 
-  Pro training birdies 
-  Junior rackets 
-  Adult rackets 
-  Pro birdies 
-  Nets 

Cahors Lot XIII 

-  Match jerseys 
-  Competition balls 
-  Training balls 
-  Training sports clothing with the club logo 

Cible Adour Tarbes -  4 laser rifles  

Club Auch Raid et Orientation -  Timing equipment 

Club Nautique Collioure -  3 sets of RS Feva sails 
-  2 Rotomod kayaks 

Entente ESCB 

-  Goalkeeping equipment 
-  Goalposts + 20 balls 
-  Equipment (jerseys, shorts) 
-  Whiteboards 
-  Women’s football trophies 
-  Field marking equipment 
-  1 control radar  

Les Archers de Castelsarrasin -  Miscellaneous equipment + targets  
-  Foam protective gear 

Limoux Escrime -  Fencing equipment 

Montpitol Aviron Club -  Weight plates 
-  Weightlifting equipment 

Saint Affrique Gym Artistique 
-  Competition outfits 
-  Sports equipment 
-  Sound equipment for practices 

Tennis Club Anduze -  Tennis ball launcher  

Trèbes Tennis de Table 

-  Net 
-  Training teaching resources 
-  4 retractable nets 
-  4 catch nets 
-  Tables + spare nets  
-  Competition equipment 
-  Beginner’s paddle 
-  Championship equipment 
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REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Sports club scheme – Occitanie Sport pour Tous 

Social Action – Investment in small sports clubs 

Appendix 2: Amount of the subsidy and percentage of total equipment purchases 

List of clubs Total equipment 
purchases (2019) 

Percentage of Regional 
funding covering total 
equipment purchases 

(2019) 
 
UNION SPORTIVE DE MONTAUT 

 
€2,537.50 

 
74.9% 

AS NAUTIQUE ST GILLOISE €4,206.22 47.5% 
AUREILHAN JUDO CLUB €2,271.78 70.4% 
TAMBOURIN CLUB DE COURNONSEC €6,280 31.8% 
BASKET CLUB CASTILLON DEBATS €3,510 50.1% 
AS BADMINTON FOIX €3,491.75 49.8% 
CAHORS LOT XIII €6,372.22 31.4% 
CIBLE ADOUR TARBES €2,950 49.8% 
CLUB AUSCITAIN RAID ET ORIENTATION €1,952.88 56.3% 
CLUB NAUTIQUE COLLIOURE €3,289.20 60.8% 
ENTENTE ESCB €3,577.68 44.7% 
LES ARCHERS DE CASTELSARRASIN €2,284.50 43.8% 
LIMOUX ESCRIME €3,314.46 45.3% 
MONTPITOL AVIRON CLUB €3,042.13 40.4% 
SAINT AFFRIQUE GYM ARTISTIQUE €7,637.19 26.2% 
TENNIS CLUB ANDUZE €2,980 50.3% 
TREBES TENNIS DE TABLE €5,690.32 35.1% 
THORE RUGBY CLUB €5,411.40 37.0% 
TRIATHLON CLUB MONTALBANAIS €12,000 16.7% 

Sample: interviewed clubs and clubs that shared their financial documents.  - source: Sports Department of the 
Region of Occitania, subsidy records.  
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Press kit, Back-to-school 2019

Occitania’s� average� commit-
ment� per� secondary� school�
student�amounts�to�€1,380�per�
year.� Occitania� is� among� the�
top� regions� in� France� with� re-

gard�to�helping�families�reduce�
back-to-school� expenses� as�
much�as�possible�15.�

Occitania defines and imple-
ments a policy to support edu-
cation for all in general and 

technical secondary schools and 

training centres, as well as se-
cond chance schools of which 

Occitania is one of the main fi-
nanciers as a major player in 
professional training 12. It is also 
responsible for managing tech-
nical staff, workers and service 
staff exclusively reserved for se-
condary schools. Since 1 January 
2018, it has a new remit to orga-
nise school transport services in 

13 departments serving 180,000 
young people 13. 

Consequently, Occitania allo-
cates almost €1.3 billion to edu-
cation, training, higher education 

and school transport services. 
With regard to school transport, 

it voted a reduction in school 

transport costs with yearly passes 

capped at €90 and maintenance 
of free transport in certain de-
partments. Occitania has allo-
cated almost €180 million to the 
organisation of school transport 

in the area.

The Regional Government has 
allocated almost €402 million to 
education and youth, including 

€210 million for the refurbish-
ment, construction and main-
tenance of secondary schools. 
Over the last two years, five new 
secondary schools were opened.

Almost €64 million are used 
to fund aid provided under the 

Carte Jeune Région scheme tar-
geting 232,000 secondary school 
students, 38,364 apprentices 
and 1,400 students from second 
chance schools in areas such 

orientation, training, transport, 

accommodation, cultural ac-
tivities, sports and healthcare. 
The Carte Jeune Région sche-
me enables students to borrow 
textbooks free of charge, for an 
aggregate value of €1.4 million; 
provides tool grants for 87,000 
apprentices to purchase their 

first tools in their trade of choice; 
and distributes 56,000 laptop 
computers via the loRdi scheme 
every year. Under the Carte Jeune 
Région scheme, almost €5.2 mil-
lion were provided to 228 partner 
bookstores and 15,000 UNSS 
sports licences were financed 14.

Education and youth

Les dispositifs d’aides visent ici les jeunes et étudiants dans la fourniture de manuels scolaires (en version papier 
ou numérique selon les cas) et d’ordinateurs portables individuels permettant de suivre les cours dispensés via 
des outils pédagogiques numériques.

Amount funded  
through the SB

Education and youth: aid for students and young people €27,938,852

Free textbooks (paper and digital) for all secondary school students in Occitania in 2018 €6,261,368  

loRdi programme: free or subsidized laptop provided to secondary school students and apprentices in 
the first (secondary school) or second year of a CAP diploma in 2018 €21,677,484  

 Detailed factsheet

12 Presentation of Occitania’s Second Chance Schools: http://er2c-mip.com/

13  Presentation of the role and remit of the various local authorities with regard to the French education system: https://www.education.gouv.fr/cid199/les-collecti-
vites-territoriales.html

14  Presentation of Occitania’s Carte Jeune:  https://sitejeune.laregion.fr/carte-jeune-region-occitanie

15 Press release on back-to-school expenses for school year 2018-2019, prepared by Occitania: https://www.laregion.fr/IMG/pdf/dp234entree2018bd.pdf



80

DETAILED FACT SHEETS OF TYPICAL PROJECTS IN THE “EDUCATION AND YOUTH” CATEGORY

 
 
 

Education and youth 

Many projects for education and youth are funded by bonds – sustainability bonds in particular. 
The Region considers youth to be one of its main priorities and strives to reduce social and 
regional inequalities in access to education. 
That is why the Region has placed great emphasis on providing teaching resources and 
access to affordable, high quality back-to-school supplies, in particular for the lowest-
income families. Providing textbooks free of charge is one of the ways in which the Region 
helps increase students’ purchasing power and promote equal opportunities. 
A second regional initiative addressing education and youth aims to reduce the digital divide 
and foster the use of digital teaching tools (the loRdi scheme).  
Moreover, the Region, alongside the Toulouse and Montpellier school districts and the 
Regional Department for Food, Agriculture and Forestry (Direction régionale de l’Alimentation, 
de l’Agriculture et de la Forêt), has made the development of digital tools for education a 
priority area for action, creating "digital school" certification (lycée numérique). The number of 
certified digital schools increases each year, in line with the region’s strategy, bearing witness 
to the desire to promote inclusive digital education among secondary schools.  
The Region is also striving to act across all of Occitania, including urban and rural priority 
areas, in order to ensure equal access to education and digital tools for all young people. That 
is why these two bond-funded schemes encompass all secondary schools and districts 
in the Region. 
The health crisis encountered when this assessment was being prepared pointedly 
demonstrated the deep need to develop digital autonomy and roll out remote teaching and 
learning tools for students, thus bearing out the relevance of the Region’s commitment in this 
regard. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Region is providing widespread, concrete support in education via these 
two schemes, aimed at reducing the digital divide and fostering the use of 
digital tools for teaching across all secondary schools in Occitania. 

ASSESSMENT OF PROJECTS
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•  Through the Carte Jeune Région card, a “passport” for 
all youth subsidies and aid, the Region lets all 
secondary school students and apprentices borrow 
textbooks free of charge. 

•  The Region finances the supply of 1.4 million textbooks. 
•  The aim is to guarantee equal access to education for 

all young people in Occitania. 
•  Occitania is among the top regions in France with 

regard to helping families reduce back-to-school 
expenses as much as possible. 

Free textbooks for all secondary school students in the Region 

Education and youth – Scheme targeting youth and students 

Project assessment method 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Distribution	 of	 textbooks	 and	
toolkits	 to	 secondary	 school	
students	

199,072 students benefited from the scheme in 2018 

Scheme harmonized throughout Occitania since the 2017-2018 school year 

Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €6,261,368 

•  Number of print textbooks purchased 
•  Number of print textbooks distributed 
•  Number of licences purchased and distributed 
•  Number of public and private schools impacted (for 

both the print and digital formats) 

Performance indicators 

•  Percentage of young people actually 
impacted 

•  Regional distribution of schools in 
question 

•  Average purchasing power per student 
•  Cost of back-to-school supplies 

(compared to demographically 
comparable regions) 

Impact indicators 
This project was assessed using various impact and performance indictors:  

PROJECT 

NB – Comparative data regarding the cost of back-to-school supplies was unavailable this year. 
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REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Free textbooks for all secondary school students in the Region 

Education and youth – Scheme targeting youth and students 

The Region of Occitania is well-positioned in terms of secondary and post-secondary 
education, and undertakes numerous initiatives to foster optimal study conditions and equality 
for all. For instance, the Region has invested in the purchase of paper textbooks in order to 
lend them, free of charge, to secondary school students and apprentices. In 2018, 777,120 
textbooks were purchased and  596,451 more in 2019.  
The Region distributed 1,350,000 print textbooks in 2018 and 1,021,000 in 2019. The relative 
decrease in the number of textbooks distributed was due to a larger number of digital licenses. 
Rolling out digital licenses is consistent with the Region’s strategic objective to invest in digital 
education (see the following project). 
Between 2018 and 2019, 106 secondary schools ordered 152,000 licenses, for an aggregate 
€1,140,000. Between 2019 and 2020, the number of digital licenses increased significantly 
compared with the prior period (289,989 digital licenses ordered for an aggregate €2,218,954).  
The Region has chosen to treat all subjects taught at secondary school level equally, ordering 
print and digital textbooks across the board. 
In both 2018 and 2019, the Region’s initiatives with regard to the delivery of print and 
digital textbooks benefited 375 schools, i.e. all secondary schools in the Region, public 
and private. All secondary schools had at least one student benefiting from the scheme. 
However, although all secondary schools (both public and private) received print textbooks 
(375 schools in all), digital licenses were reserved for public secondary schools (223). 
To assess the impact of these initiatives, it is important to take into account the purchasing 
power gained per student thanks to the distribution of textbooks. In 2017, this amounted to 
€151 per student on average, in 2018, to €155 and in 2019 to €169. In all, aid for back-to-
school supplies in the Region of Occitania amounted to €60,000,000 in 2019.  
By reducing school expenses, this initiative directly helped young people from low-
income families enjoy better educational conditions, fostering equal opportunities for 
all. Moreover, obtaining these textbooks via the Carte Jeune Région card encourages young 
people to take advantage of all the regional aid offered with this "one-stop-shop" solution. 
Occitania also ensured that all areas were treated equally, rolling out the initiative in all 
secondary schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source: Department for Education and Youth, Region of Occitania. 

 
 
 

Average purchasing power per student 

€151

€155

€169
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REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

Free textbooks for all secondary school students in the Region 

Education and youth – Scheme addressing youth and students 

Appendix: Map of secondary schools in the Region benefiting from the scheme 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Department for Education and Youth, Region of Occitania. 
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•  Occitania supplies a laptop computer to all 
students and apprentices enrolled at a “certified 
digital" secondary school (lycée numérique, 212 in 
2019). The students or apprentices may be 
registered in the general, technical or professional 
branches or signed up for a certificate of 
professional competence (CAP diploma). However, 
they must hold the Carte Jeune Région card. In 
other schools, another form of aid is available for 
eligible families upon request. Depending on the 
family’s income, the least fortunate are granted a 
free laptop.  

•  The scheme aims to reduce the digital divide and 
foster the use of digital tools for teaching purposes. 

"loRdi"  scheme 

Education and Youth – Scheme targeting youth and students 

Distribution	 of	 loRdi	 at	 the	 Borde	 Basse	
secondary	school	in	Castres	

 50,817 beneficiaries in 2018 

Scheme launched in November 2018 

Amount funded by the Sustainability Bond in 2018: €21,677,484 

Indicateurs de réalisation  

•  Part des établissements scolaires situés 
dans des zones où l’indice de pauvreté est 
supérieur à l’indice régional; part des élèves 
de ces établissements 

Indicateurs d’impact 

Cette action pourra être évaluée par différents indicateurs de réalisation et d’impact :  

Project assessment method 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

•  Number of computers financed for certified-
digital schools 

•  Number of computers financed by financing 
tranche for non-certified public schools 
(including in Tranches A, B and C) 

•  Number of schools concerned, including "digital" 
schools 

Performance indicators 

•  Proportion of schools located in 
areas where the poverty index 
is higher than the regional 
index; percentage of students 
from these schools 

Impact indicators 

This project was assessed using various impact and performance indicators:  

In addition, the findings of the annual survey on use of digital resources and students’ 
assessments of the schemes were taken into account. 

PROJECT 
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REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

"loRdi" scheme 

Education and Youth – Scheme addressing youth and students 

Aware of the growing importance of digital tools in learning and everyday life, the Region is 
targeting an enduring strategy to foster the development of digital education for secondary 
school students and apprentices. This initiative, partly financed by bonds, is fully consistent with 
the Region’s goal to reduce the digital divide in education, the importance of which has 
been made even more evident amid the current global pandemic and resulting distance 
learning. 
The "loRdi" scheme made it possible to finance an increasing number of computers between 
2017 and 2019 (Source: Region of Occitania): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For non-certified schools, Regional funding was based on family income in order to better serve 
the families most adversely affected by the digital divide (Source: Region of Occitania): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

         * Family-Quotient level: income splitting where total family (taxable entity) income is divided by the number of taxable units (parts) 

 

School	year	 No.	of	computers	financed	by	the	Region	
(“certified	digital"	secondary	schools)	

No.	of	computers	financed	by	the	Region	
(non-certified	schools)	

2017-2018	 34,430		 13,081	

2018-2019	 46,433		 8,083	

2019-2020	 53,798	 5,547	

Total	 134,661 26,711 

Tranches	
Allocation		of	back-to-
school	aid	or	Family-
Quotient	system*	

Regional	
funding	

No.	of	computers	financed	
by	the	Region	for	the	
tranche	in	2017-18	

No.	of	computers	financed	by	
the	Region	for	the	tranche	in	

2018-19	

No.	of	computers	financed	by	
the	Region	for	the	tranche	in	

2019-20	
Total	

A	

Attestation	from	
the	Regional	

Health	Board	or	
Family-Quotient	
level	equal	to	or	
below	€10,000	

Full	 11,195	 6,949	 4,886	 23,030	

B	

Family-Quotient		
level	between	
€10,001	and	
€12,000	

€200	 677	 396	 209	 1,282	

C	

Family-Quotient		
level	over	

€12,000	or	no	
income	declared	

€80	 1,209	 738	 452	 2,399	

The expansion of this scheme, with more and more schools receiving “digital” 
certification (212 secondary schools out of 224 in 2019), actively helps reduce 
the digital divide. 
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The assessment was completed using the results of the Region’s satisfaction survey of
44,588 secondary school students benefiting fromthe scheme, with a 22% response rate.
Respondents reported high satisfaction with regard to the computer itself and its
installed digital resources. However, most of the respondents do not use all of the educational
applications included in their digital toolkit (Cartable Numérique) installed on their computer.

According to the survey, students use their computers both for school work and personal
matters, at home or with a teacher. However, it is rare for all teachers to require use of the loRdi
laptop, and for most respondents, only a few teachers are likely to do so. In short, the scheme
has helped create a positive momentum but requires additional pedagogical support with
regard to training, teaching, infrastructure, network, etc. Respondents have stated that they
would be willing to use the computer to read digital textbooks rather than print textbooks.
However, concerning personal use, it is also a tool to reduce the digital divide within families.

Source: Survey, July 2019, Department for Education and Youth, Region of Occitania

Appendix: Graphs from the 2019 survey on the "loRdi" scheme (sample: 9,908 responses)

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT

"loRdi" scheme

Education and Youth – Scheme addressing youth and students

Do you mainly use your loRdi laptop for:
Would you be willing to use your computer 

to read digital textbooks or teaching resources 

rather than use print books?

Personal matters (social 

networks, videos, surfing 
the Internet, games, etc.) 

Educational purposes in 

class at the request of your 

teachers 

 Educational purposes at 

home at the request of 

your teachers 

Educational purposes 

at home at your 

own initiative 

Percentage

No

Yes
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Finally, the assessment looked at the percentage of schools benefiting from the scheme located 
in areas where the poverty index is higher than the regional index. 
All public and private secondary schools in the Region benefited from the scheme. Given 
the proportion of households below the poverty line (where income is below the threshold of 
60% of the national equivalised median income) in the Region’s districts and the status of 
secondary schools in these areas, 112,968 secondary school students out of 229,004 attend a 
secondary school located in a district where the poverty index is higher than the regional index, 
i.e. 49% of all secondary school students. Consequently the IoRdi scheme covers the entire 
region, both areas where the poverty index is higher than the regional index and those 
where it is lower. 
The scheme directly meets the current challenges posed by the digital divide, in 
particular with regard to access to rights and social integration. It is also fully aligned with 
the aim of effecting positive social change as beneficiaries are selected based on families’ 
socio-economic status (use of the Family-Quotient rate schedule), including in areas where 
poverty levels are highest. 
 
Appendix: The situation of secondary schools depending on whether the districts where they are located 
have a poverty index above or below the regional index (Source: Department for Education and Youth, 
Region of Occitania) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT 

"loRdi" scheme 

Education and Youth – Scheme addressing youth and students 

NB: The poverty index must be interpreted with caution. It is only available at municipal level across the Region and at the level of the 
EPCIs. It is too detailed to pinpoint sectors where secondary schools benefiting from the scheme are located. Districts (arrondissements) 
are the most appropriate administrative level for analyzing the share of beneficiary schools. 
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ACI Inter-professional bargaining agreement

Ad'AP Programme aimed at improving accessibility for disabled persons

ADEME French Environment and Energy Management Agency

AREC Regional Energy and Climate Agency

ARS Regional Health Board

CAP Certificate of professional competence

CREPS Sports resource and training centres for elite athletes

DITEP Medico-social scheme for children with severe psychological disorders

EGRIM Railway and multimodal transport summit

EPCI Public body for inter-municipal cooperation

EHPAD Retirement home

ESH Subsidised housing body

ESG Environmental, Social and Governance (factors) 

GEMAPI Jurisdiction for managing aquatic environments and flood protection

LGV High-speed train lines

LLS Social housing

MSP Multi-speciality healthcare centre

ODD Sustainable development goals (UN)

PAPI Flood prevention action plan

Continuous access to healthcarePASS

PLAI Low income rental housing loan (reserved for people in very precarious living  
situations) 

PLUS Low income rental housing loan

PMR Personne à Mobilité Réduite

PREH Home Energy Renovations Plan

PRGPD Regional plan to prevent and manage waste

SB Sustainability Bonds

Responsabilité Sociale des Entreprises

SEM Société d'Economie Mixte (requires at least two shareholders, both public and private)

SISA Multi-speciality outpatient care company

SPL Société Publique Locale (requires at least two local authorities; cannot include 
private shareholders)

SRADDET Regional plan for spatial planning, sustainable development and territorial equality

SRCAE Energy, air and climate regional scheme

UN United Nations

Glossaire des sigles couramment utilisés dans le rapport
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